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CONFIRMATION. 



2 C0BINTHIAN8 i. 21, 22. 

" Now He that stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts." 

Among the choicest privileges of the believer that of 
sealing holds a very conspicuous place. 

From the earliest days of the Church of Christ, it 
has been associated with Confirmation, not as if this 
sealing only and exclusively belonged to Confirma- 
tion, but because in it this sealing was made very 
prominent, was held up before the eyes as a very 
blessed thing to be sought and had — to be expected 
and had then, if there were the clear eye of faith 
given, and the single eye of whole self-consecration. 

The Apostle St. Paul seems to love to dwell upon 
it, and indeed it is a very simple, attractive, appro- 
priate emblem and illustration indeed. For when we 
think of a seal, we think of some thing in which there 
is great definiteness and distinctness, which betokens 
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ownership, and appropriation, and proprietorship, and 
farther, some very precious thing treasured up and 
preserved with great carefulness and oversight. Like 
all very precious things and choice privileges belong- 
ing to the children of God, we have the whole of the 
persons of the Holy and Blessed Trinity engaged and 
concerned in it. As St. Chrysostom speaks very 
strikingly on that text : " If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of Sis" " It is not 
possible where the Spirit is present that Christ should 
not be present too. For where one of the Three 
Persons is present the whole Trinity is present; for 
it is within itself inseparable and indivisible, and the 
oneness is with the utmost strictness and exactness 
maintained." Of this sealing the great author and 
giver is the Father. And it is delightful to see the 
great pains that He, in His wondrous love and con- 
descension, is pleased to take with our establishment 
and confirmation ; establishment in His grace, and all 
the fruits of it ; His faith, fear, and love, in all good- 
ness and righteousness, and truth. 

Is it not very re-assuring and strengthening to know 
that the great Heavenly Father is so careful of our 
confirming and establishing, that He condescends — 
does not count it beneath Him — to think and concern 
Himself about confirming His promises to us, and 
about confirming us in the gifts and graces of His 
good Spirit P 

We sometimes think of God's works as if they 
must be all miracles, something vast, astonishing, 
overwhelming by outward splendour ; but no ; — when 



the Lord Jesus speaks of His Father as the great 
worker above all other workers, He is not only speak- 
ing of miraculous supernatural works, but of quiet 
works going on in secrecy and silence, and going on 
in the use of means often in the soul of man. " My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work" and amongst 
those works we have one work spoken of in our text, 
a very blessed and loving work of God our Heavenly 
Father. " Now He that stabHsheth and confirmeth us 
in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God ; who hath also 
sealed us" 

We were dwelling lately on some of the ways in 
which the Father works, that " His Divine pouter has 
given unto us all things that pertain to life and godli- 
ness," and Jiow this gift is bound up, especially with 
the gift of a ripening and growing knowledge of 
Himself, and that, by giving us those " exceeding great 
and precious promises." And all this to set forth and 
manifest His own glorious virtues and perfections. 
What a thought it is : He, the great Heavenly Father, 
takes a young person, perhaps some one of us, a girl, 
or a boy, at Confirmation — perhaps one that was 
before frivolous, thoughtless, giddy, light-hearted, and 
says, "J, the Lord, have called thee by thy name," My 
work, My own work, is beginning in you now, you 
are to have the exceeding privileges of shewing forth 
the virtues of Him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness. If I am loving, so shall you be. If I am 
truthful, so must you be. If Jesus was meek and 
lowly, so must you be. Tou can, of course, stay in 
the world and take its shape, but I want you to take 
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a better and more abiding form than that ; and I will 
work in you that form by little and little, line upon 
line, trace by trace, the form and image of the Lord 
Jesus shall be graven in you ; I have foreknown and 
chosen you to be conformed to the image of My Son. 
happy, blessed one, you are ready to say, but the 
best of all is, that there is not one in whom this may 
not be even now. St. Paul, addressing all the Corin- 
thian Church, says, "Be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God." This is God's will, His good, 
perfect, delightful will, He says, — as if He would say, 
" Do not put it aside by saying I am willing, but 
God is not !" This is God's will, His "good, perfect, 
delightful will/ 9 prove it by trial, realize it, verify it, 
make it good by experience. It is His will for you, 
only accept it, make it your will too, even as it is His. 
We sometimes lose the force of a striking verse by 
the English words not being quite new English, but 
old, and therefore less expressive and touching; so 
here in that verse Rom. xii. 2. Realize and make 
trial, in your own experience of God's own will for 
you, about conformity to the image of Jesus, for this 
will is (1) a good will, only good ; (2) it is delightful, 
there is nothing in it but that which tends to your 
happiness, and brings sweet delight and joy; and (3) it 
is perfect, that is, it goes on and on to the end, does 
not stop short. " Being confident of this very thing, 
that Be; which hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6.) 



Bat oar text pats this good and delightfdl will of 
God in several lights, and leads as to look at it on 
different sides. For the Apostle does not appear to 
be describing a process of things ; a series of works in 
which one follows another, bat rather the same viewed 
in different lights. Four different expressions are 
used, (a) establishes or confirms, (b) anoints, (c) seals, 
(d) gives us an earnest of our inheritance : (a) He 
establishes or confirms us with you. Either us Jews 
with you Gentiles : or us apostles with you that are 
our disciples : us with you into Christ ; not two doors, 
two Christs ; but one Christ, in whom He hath made 
of both one, and broken down the middle wall of partition, 
and instead of that middle wall has put one corner- 
stone — Jesus Christ. 

The Heavenly Father then, the Father Almighty, 
is " He that stablishes and confirms you " into Christ. 
He has brought you to Christ — has given you up to 
Him — committed you to His care and holy keeping, 
that thus coming to Hi m you may be stablished, 
strengthened, settled in Him, or as in another place He 
says, " May be rooted and built up in Him," grounded 
in Him, " In whom all the building, fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth into an holy temple in the Lord." 

It was in your Father's loving heart to make the best 
provision for your rootedness, stability, perseverance ; 
and He made His only and well-beloved Son answer- 
able for you. Him He made the fountain, the root, 
the ground of all the work He does in you — all the 
building up is the laying deep of the foundation of 
your faith and love in Him ; all your fruitfulness is 



that as branches ye abide in Him who is the true and 
living vine — as the Christian poet says : 

" Is He a vine : His Heavenly root 
Supplies the boughs with life and fruit ; 
O may a lasting union join 
My soul, the branch, with Christ the Vine." 

Don't suppose (he would seem to say) that the 
Father was unmindful of you — could not think of such 
little insignificant things as you : was too full of other 
grander, vaster cases, and that Jesus came to rescue 
you in your helplessness! No; "My Father worketh," 
" and I." It was His own doing. " Of His own will 
begat Me us; " of the same Holy will He stablishes. 
Make sure that no loving father and tender mother's 
heart throbs with deeper love to the child of their 
affection than your Father's does to you. 

But then, farther, He has anointed you, given you 
the Chrism, made you Christ's anointed ones. What 
in a higher and fuller sense is said of His Son Jesus, 
is, in their lesser, feebler, more imperfect measure, 
said of all the members of His body, " God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost." "God, Thy 
God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above 
Thy fellows." And then of believers St. John writes, 
" The anointing which ye have received of Him abideth 
in you : and as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth and is no lie, and even as it hath 
taught you, ye shall abide in Sim." And there are 
at least four effects ascribed to this anointing : 

(1.) Gladdening — " to give beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning." 



(2.) Enlightening — " I counsel thee to anoint thine 
eyes with eyesahe, that thou mayest see." 

(3.) Refreshing — " I trill be as the dew unto Israel. 
. . . They that dwell under His shadow shall 
return, they shall revive as the corn : " and the 
grateful soul replying, " I am anointed with 
fresh oil." 

(4.) Sanctifying or consecrating. 

You remember that the anointing oil in the Jewish 
tabernacle was a shadow and a witness of this, as in 
Ex. xxx. 25, "Thou shalt make an oil of holy ointment 
. . . and thou shalt anoint the tabernacle therewith 
. . . and ye shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and con- 
secrate them. . . . This shall be a holy anointing oil 
to Me throughout your generations . . . ye shall not 
make any other like it . . . it is holy, and it shall be 
holy unto you." Gladdening, enlightening, refreshing 
or healing, sanctifying — for all these purposes He has 
anointed us. He has given us the Chrism or anoint- 
ing 'oil. This was set forth by the ceremony of 
anointing in the ancient rite of Confirmation ; the 
purpose of which was to shew that what the anointing 
oil was to the body, that the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit is to our spirit ; that the Father, in His 
gracious, loving forethought, knowing all our needs 
and weaknesses, has given you, and encouraged you 
to claim (especially at this time) His Holy Spirit's 
anointing in large, full increase — to which all these 
effects belong : gladdening you in sorrow and gloom ; 
illuminating in darkness and blindness; refreshing 
you in deadness and coldness; sanctifying — so as to 
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mortify all unclean, unholy affections and thoughts — 
and making you partakers of God's holiness. Never 
did any Christian song so well express that as the 
hymn we have in our Ordination Service : 

" Thou the anointing Spirit art 
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts impart, 
Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of Love ; 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight." 

How can we think too much of this anointing when 
we consider that that with which we are anointed is 
the Holy Ghost — the Spirit of power, and love, and 
truth, and holiness ; and that He who hath anointed 
us is God the Father, and that it comes to us in 
right of our union with Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
Father P 

This is a great day for preaching and lecturing 
under every kind of attractive and novel title. There 
was never so much as now. And as to Christian 
literature, the press teems with it ; yet there is much 
less of the still, quiet breathings of holiness, and of 
that meek, unobtrusive, self-denying Christian walk 
and thirst for heavenly ordinances and Christian 
communion than we might expect; and is not the 
reason of this to be found in the want of the anointing 
of which the Apostle says so much — the want of 
daily seeking that fresh oil, that heavenly dew which 
is so reviving, sustaining, and gladdening in the 
midst of this hot, parched wilderness- world? This 



anointing makes ordinances very much prized instead 
of scorned — there is a thirst and zest for them, they 
are delighted in. It makes works of Christian service 
to be sought after, entered on, persevered in, and that 
amid much discouragement. For as Chrysostom puts 
it well, "The Father works in us to be both prophets, 
" priests, and kings, for all these three were anointed 
"in old time. We are made priests (he says) as 
" offering our bodies a living sacrifice ; and prophets, 
"too, for things that 'eye hath not seen, nor ear 
" heard, neither hath entered the heart of men to con- 
"ceive,' these, too, are revealed and unveiled to us; 
" and kings too are we in a higher sense than those 
"who wear a diadem as monarchs. For if it is 
" kingly to subdue hosts of enemies, much more is it 
"to overcome the countless hosts of high thoughts 
" and proud imaginations, and bring them into cap- 
" tivity to Christ. And more glorious than the royal 
" apparel, and the bejewelled crown of kings, is the 
" white robe that soils not, nor spoils, nor grows old, 
" and the crown of which the Psalmist says, ' Thou 
" hast crowned Him with glory and honour. 9 < Put 
"a crown of pure gold on His heady* Thus did 
Chrysostom try to make the people of Antioch and 
Constantinople understand the preciousness, the in- 
calculable value of this anointing. Yet there is 
nothing which makes me so long for it for myself and 
you (especially, my dear young friends, at this time) 
as that word so simple, " He that confirmeth us into 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God ;" that it is His 
own provision, that He has done it Himself; that 
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He cares so much about us; that this precious 
ointment was so richly and largely distilled on the 
head of our great High Priest — the true Aaron of the 
Church — that it reached in its overflowing to the 
skirts of His clothing, to the least of His members. 

But this anointing is not all, for He says, " He 
has sealed us." This sealing belonged in a higher 
sense to the Son of God. " For Him hath God 
the Father sealed* 9 both as regards the witness He 
bore to the oneness and equality of His nature, 
and the all-sufficiency and perfectness of His work. 
But "He hath also sealed us/' says the Apostle. 
Confirmation used to be called the seal, or the sealing, 
because it was (1) a witness of the sealing with the 
Holy Ghost, and (2) often was an occasion of very 
earnestly seeking and expecting it, and (3) when 
rightly and faithfully received, was often a blessed 
means of receiving it ; because of these three it is 
called the " sealing." 

It is very closely connected with the anointing : yet 
the sealing has its special and important teaching too. 
It is something quite by itself. We can think of an 
anointing which yet should not be a sealing, which 
should not answer that special purpose that a seal 
does, but here there are both. The same hand that 
lays the anointing oil on the spirit, soul, and body of 
the members of Christ, sets this seal and stamp also : 
this mark of distinctness, separation, appropriation. 

This seal is spoken of as (1) that secret knowledge 
which the Lord has of His own : "having this seal the 
Lard knoweth them that are His." Hence the spouse 
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in Song of Solomon, "Set me as a seal on Thine heart, 
and again (2) as that inward witness by which God's 
children know themselves to be His children. " He 
that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself." *' The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of Ghd" 

The seal in the Bible is not so much the seal that 
hides and shuts up, as the seal which makes manifest 
and evidences. So God is pleased to let the mark He 
has graven on the soul — marking it for His own pos- 
session and His peculiar property and treasure — to let 
that mark be read and deciphered by the soul itself. 
That seal tells of pardon — tells of sonship — tells of 

" .... a title clear 
To mansions in the skies." 

It says, "I have called thee by thy name, thou art 
Mine." It says " Thou shaU not be for another, and I 
will also be for thee" What call can be so impressive, 
so constraining, as this witness of complete forgiveness 
of sonship, of an inseparable bond, fastening that soul 
firm for eternity to Him who has set His mark, and 
graven His image upon it, if only that Blessed Spirit 
be not grieved, and grieved again, so as finally to be 
quenched. This seal, you will see, how comforting 
soever, is not given for comfort alone, but for estab- 
lishment, for wholeness of consecration, for liberty and 
enlargement in the work of the Lord. It says, " I 
have chosen you and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain" 
The sovereignty of grace is so magnified in this : the 



12 



distinguishing love is so surprising, so gladdening, what 
oan the soul do on which this mark of the cleansing 
blood is, and this mark of adoption, of fellowship with 
the Father, of " being justified freely by Mis grace, that 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life" what can it do but say, " Lord, I am Thy 
servant." The sealing, like the other blessings that 
God the Father has wrought, cannot be a mystic 
hidden scroll, illegible to all but God Himself, it is a 
privilege the believer enjoys, part of the earnest in 
which is contained the assurance of the great remainder 
—the manna in the wilderness which is a standing 
promise of the rich wheaten bread of Canaan. 

I say again, then, this is one of the really privileged 
portions, provided of God : not to be despised there- 
fore, or denied, but to be much thought about, and 
valued, and sought from Him who delights to give 
these Pisgah views of the land of promise, to His 
children in their pilgrim wanderings. They are the 
Lord's love tokens to His children, and what child but 
delights in such love tokens P He delights to hear 
them say, " Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy, 
" Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy salvation. 
This seal is the Lord's gracious answer to the prayer 
which the Holy Spirit itself suggests to the anxious 
soul that is seeking God. The prayer I have referred 
to already, " Set me as a seal on Thine heart, as a seal 
on Thine arm," and to this the Lord answers and says, 
" See, I have set thee as a seal upon the palms of my 
hands" and to make thee know this, to make thee 
assured and convinced of this, I have put this seal 
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upon thine heart, I have graven this image and super- 
scription. For I will, that as I know my sheep, so my 
sheep may know me as theirs, and know themselves to 
to be mine, and so hearing and recognizing my voice, 
may follow me, making a clean break with the world, 
and self, and sin, abhoring them as God's great ene- 
mies, maintaining a ceaseless and inveterate conflict 
with them, and victory over them. 

Thus you see that this is a mark given to the soul 
which has closed with the covenant of grace, has com- 
mitted itself for time and eternity to Christ. It is the 
sign of the soul's espousals to Christ, as infant baptism 
may be called the soul's betrothal to Christ. Betrothed 
you all are, but what of the espousals ! that closing 
with the covenant of grace, that offer of your whole 
selves; that offer made ungrudgingly, unstintingly, 
which can hold back nothing, because it knows that 
the right of all belongs to Christ: not as a hard 
grievous yoke to be borne, but the happy privilege of 
trustful, self-renouncing love. 0, the wondrous power 
and simplicity of that word, " He that hath anointed us, 
and hath sealed us, is God." 

But lastly, if the seal is God's knowledge of us, and 
our knowledge of ourselves as the Shepherd's own, (of 
which John x. is so full,) so it is a seal that has an 
outward graving which the world can recognize, as it 
was said of the Apostles, " They took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus" There is a deciphering of 
that seal possible to every observant eye. Did ever a 
Christian man, or woman, or child die, and people not 
know till afterwards that he was Christ's— as Christ 
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is God's P Did God, the Heavenly Father, ever seal 
with a seal that was quite undecipherable, no man 
could read it P Is not the Father's name written on 
the forehead, and is not the forehead in front and not 
behind P "Was leave ever given to cover the forehead 
over, so that the Father's name should not be read 
there P 

Is it so that the Father's name on the forehead, 
that graving of the seal of which the text speaks, may 
be like the king's face and name on an old coin, so 
dimmed and worn as to be nearly or wholly rubbed 
out and effaced. 

The seal, (as we said at the beginning,) is a mark 
of definiteness, and distinctness, not only so that 
thoughts, feelings, affections are to have a definite 
bent and bias heaven- wards and Christ- wards, but the 
speech also is to be distinctly Christian speech, coming 
out of the abundance of a heart distinctly pledged to 
Christ. It is the seal upon the speech, (as it seems,) 
which is especially dwelt on in that passage, (Eph. iv. 
30,) " Ghrieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption." For both before 
and after it, sins of the speech are specially forbidden 
and warned against : " Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth." " Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking be put 
away from you" 

In these points, do, my young friends, (yea, to all I 
must speak), seek to walk as the Lord's sealed ones, 
on whom His mark is, not boastfully, and obtrusively, 
and vain-glorioufily, letting the seal be seen, but yet 
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walking worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, fruit- 
ful in every good work — pleading with the Great 
Searcher of hearts, and saying, "Lord, Thou seest 
how much the world and worldly friends are trying to 
wipe out and efface Thy mark — to make my witness 
for Thee — Thy seal in me — very feeble and indistinct. 
Lord, by whatever means Thou seest best, grave Thy 
seal clearer and deeper. Save me from being like a 
colourless, scentless flower in Thy garden, or a fruit- 
tree that has nothing but leaves, when Thou lookest 
for fruit. That good thing which is committed to me 
may I keep through the Holy Ghost which dwelleth 
in me. May the marks of the Lord Jesus be borne 
about with me in joys and sorrows, in successes and 
reverses, in work and recreation, in health and sick- 
ness, at home and abroad, in solitude or in society, 
whether I am thrown amongst Christ's people, or with 
those that are not. Thus everywhere and in all 
things, may the anointing oil of my God and His seal 
be upon me, and the Spirit of His Son, " bear witness 
with my spirit that I am a child of Gad" 
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SAMSON. 



Judges xvi. 28. 

" And Samson called onto the Lord, and said, O Lord God, 
remember me, I pray Thee, and strengthen me, I pray Thee, 
only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the 
Philistines for my two eyes." 

Samson's character is a very remarkable one ; and, 
in some respects, a puzzling and perplexing one, 
which arises of course from a seeming incoherency 
and inconsistency that we find in the various parts 
of his life as regards his moral and religious character; 
there being little unity in his life's purpose, except 
in his inveterate antipathy and rancour against the 
Philistines, to whose overthrow his prodigious physical 
force and gigantic prowess were uniformly devoted, 
especially at certain great crises of his life. Yet all 
this is the merely human surface of his character — 
the outer rind and skin ; there is something far 
deeper and nobler beneath. There are superhuman 
elements at work besides human, so grievously over- 
laid and crushed under at times, that we might well 
doubt whether they were ever there at all, or, if 
there, whether they were not quite hopelessly extinct 
and perished ; yet they reappear with startling and 
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surprising brilliancy, and (as the close of his life 
shows) not as mere meteoric flashes, but as the result 
of the working within him of a mightier power, 
whose strivings and wrestlings with him, though 
resisted with all the energy of his strenuous, robust, 
impulsive nature, never wholly ceased; though he 
never got the new name as Jacob did, in that long 
night's weary wrestling when he won the title Israel, 
" The prince that had power with God and man, and 
prevailed." 

I. First of all we are told that the Spirit of God 
had dealings with him— dealings in the way of 
" counsel and might," though not of " knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord." Once we are told that the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him, twice that He 
came mightily upon him; the word in Hebrew is 
the same in all three. It is used in the 1st Book 
of Samuel, both of Saul and David, (xvi. 13 ; xviii. 
10). It would be a profitless speculation to discuss 
the kind of influence exerted on him by God's Holy 
Spirit. There is a clear distinction maintained in 
God's Word between the gifts and graces of God's 
good Spirit, the same which is so simply and dearly 
recognized in our Collect : " Leave us not destitute of 
Thy manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use them always 
to Thy praise and glory." 

II. And yet were we to allow he had gifts, and 
deny he had grace, we should hardly do him justice ; 
for the Apostle, in Hebrews xi., in reckoning up the 
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long list of the worthies and heroes of faith of the 
older dispensation, finds a place even for Samson, 
reckoning him as one of those whose history he would 
have dwelt upon if he had had time : " The lime 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, and Barak, and 
Samson, and Jeplha ; " of all those he says, " these 
all having obtained a good report through faith : " and 
of all he says, " Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a crowd of witnesses" 

HI. He was a man of prayer too, or at least it 
was a resource he sometimes availed himself of. He 
had learned to think of God as David knew and 
spoke of Him, as a "refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble; a help in trouble: 99 very 
present, orig. found or experienced exceedingly ; not 
thought of, spoken of, or imagined, but realized and 
experienced as such. You remember on one occasion 
he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and said, 
" Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand 
of Thy servant, and now shall I die for thirst, and fall 
into the hand of the uncircumcised," and the well was 
to after ages a most expressive and speechful testi- 
mony to a prayer- hearing God — EnKakkore, "the 
well of him that called or cried." That familiar truth 
which he had learnt in childhood out of the law, he 
seems to have held fast to through life : " What 
nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we 
call upon Him for ? " and in some sense, at least, 
this was a living, actual truth ; for, at the time of his 
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sad and ruinous downfall, the secret of it is disclosed 
to us in one sorrowful sentence, " He wist not that 
the Lord was departed from him." He departed, 
therefore once He had been with him — a parallel 
word to that spoken by the spirit of Samuel to Saul, 
" Wherefore, then, dost thou ask of me, seeing the Lord 
is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy f " 
(1 Sam. xxviii. 16.) 

We have seen of Samson (a) that he was a man 
on whom God's Spirit came mightily; (b) a man 
who prayed to a living and present God ; (c) a man, 
too, to whose actions (some of them at least) an 
Apostle bears witness as the fruits of faith, and as 
having been written for our admonition ; and (d) as 
one from whom God had not departed until that 
disastrous downfall. To this one other point must 
be added, that he was one dedicated and consecrated 
to God from his birth ; and for a time, at least, we 
must suppose that he recognized and consented to 
that consecration, of his own free will he became a 
party to that transaction by which he was made over 
to God, as the slave among the Jews, whose ear was 
bored through, that he might by that ceremony 
become for ever the willing bondslave of him to 
whose door his ear was fastened in token of obedience. 
This is the point I wish to lay stress on. For his 
history and its great value depends mostly upon this, 
I believe. 

There is many a soul's* history to which Samson's 
history contributes some most salutary lessons — 
lessons of encouragement, and lessons of sad and 
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solemn warning. I do not speak of it to-day in that 
point of view in which it is a very expressive type ; 
in many particulars a very striking parallel of the 
history of the Jewish nation — however valuable that 
might be — but rather as containing a useful and 
instructive parallel to the history of many a soul ; 
yes, perhaps, of some amongst ourselves — a parallel 
in respect of his consecration, his fall from it, with its 
tragical consequences, and, by God's wondrous grace, 
his signal recovery. It is a subject which requires 
careful and delicate handling, and the teaching of 
God's good Spirit indeed, to understand and profit 
by aright. 

"We have a very complex character to deal with — 
complex like Balaam's, though in a different way — 
a strange intermingling of the good and the evil, now 
one predominant and in the ascendant, and now the 
other. Both of these characters admit of very 
different and almost opposite interpretations. "We 
see in Samson the most impetuous ferocity and head- 
strong violence of uncontrollable passions, added to 
his naturally proverbially gigantic strength. But the 
Holy Spirit has taught us that what he did, his 
great feats and achievements, at least, were far 
beyond what mere human strength could have com- 
passed. There was a superhuman power working in 
him and with him for Israel's deliverance. All his 
strength and impetuosity, and firm resolve, and 
patriotism together, could not have coped alone with 
the great struggle and crisis in which he was found 
self-placed. He was to be enrolled in the lists of 
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God's heroes of faith. Yes, and so Was Sarah, the 
wife of Abraham, and so other women, too, who 
"received their dead raised to life again/ 9 and the 
mother of Moses, who hid him three months, and 
had him laid in the Nile waters in that frail ark of 
bulrushes. So we see the heroes of faith, God's 
heroes, are not all Samsons — nor was it for Samsons 
alone that this history was written. Nor do I preach 
to-day for such only as Samson was, but to every one 
whom God calls by the dying love, and in virtue of 
the resurrection power, of the Lord Jesus Christ His 
Son, to be dedicated, consecrated, yielded up to Him ; 
not merely in the sense of taking a pledge to abstain 
from strong drink, though this was part of Samson's 
Nazarite vow: and I have urged this much upon 
some of you, and have been associated with you in 
so doing, but this was only a small part of his vow — 
by no means the most important of what he under- 
took as a Nazarite. It was a great help, but if that 
had been all the great scene referred to in our text 
would never have taken place. But to be a Nazarite 
meant that he was given to God. He was to be a 
whole burnt offering, abandoning and surrendering 
his right in himself; counting nothing that he was, 
and nothing that he had, to be his own ; devoting all 
the use of it, and ascribing all the glory of it to God. 
"An offering of a free heart will I give Thee; Lord, 
I am Thy servant and son ; Thou hast broken my 
bonds." That was what a Nazarite said; that he 
was bound by his vows faithfully to fulfil. 
That is what every baptized person amongst us is 
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pledged unto, " signed with the sign of the Cross, in 
token that thou wilt confess Christ crucified, and fight 
manfully under Christ's banner against sin, the world, 
and the devil," The vows of baptism, if rightly 
understood, are the Nazarite vows of Christians ; a 
pledge to abstain from all excess is embraced in the 
baptismal vow; if you take an after pledge you are 
only binding yourself afresh with a pledge you were 
bound to before — bound in your baptism — only you 
had broken it perhaps — shamefully, guiltily, habitu- 
ally broken it. Christ's banner, put into your hand 
to carry for Him, to be boldly, visibly uplifted, you 
let drop, let it trail and drag, and be soiled in the 
mire of fleshly pollution; and you wish to bind 
yourself afresh, or you bind yourself in order to help 
others, and you encourage others by example, though 
having no necessity on your own acconnt. But, as I 
said, the Nazarite vow of baptism embraces much 
more — it goes deeper into the character, it has a 
broader scope in its influence on the life. " He that 
is begotten of God doth not commit sin, for His seed 
remaineth in him, and he cannot sin because he is born 
of God/ 9 In Confirmation you signed and subscribed 
it with your own hand ; the writing of the vow was 
sealed, not with your parents and god-parents signet 
alone, but your own private seal. The Holy Spirit 
of God was witness, and the Church of Christ was 
witness, God's holy angels were witnesses ; solemnly 
and deliberately, I trust you consented to it. You 
thought it a sweet and blessed freedom, not a hard 
tyranny, to be fastened with such a bond to the Cross 
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of Jesus. You said, "I am not my own, not the 
world's, not sin's, nor Satan's, but Christ's — Christ's 
only, Christ's for ever — and I am so happy ; don't 
try to get me to break the seal and erase the hand- 
writing. If only Jesus will consent to have such a 
poor weak, sinful creature as I am for His own, then 
what can I do but say * lam Thine, oh save me : I have 
sought Thy commandments ; accept, I beseech Thee, the 
freewill offerings of my mouth. 9 " And there are others 
of you who at times, before or after Confirmation, 
or it may be, by His grace, without Confirmation, 
(for it is possible you have been prejudiced against it 
by others who misunderstood it, and you have re* 
sisted that call of Christ's Church to come in early 
youth and yield yourselves to Jesus) ; but however 
this be, there has been a time when He has laid His 
hand of love upon your head, and His words or acts 
of love have touched your hearts, very very deeply 
and impressively, and you have been led to take a 
Nazarite vow in consecrating yourselves to a special 
work for Him, and in respect of this you have heard 
Him say, " Thou shalt not be for another, so will I 
also be for thee." (Hos. iii. 3.) 

It may be a call to home missionary, or to foreign 
missionary service ; a feeble, a pale dim likeness, yet 
a likeness of the call the Baptist had ; expressed in 
those words : " Thou Child shalt be called the Prophet 
of the Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways" But it is important to 
remember that this call must ever come on the basis 
of the other. The special call to service must take its 
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start in obedience to the summons to be wholly yielded 
to Christ. We must be Christ's first, and then serve 
Him and work for Him ; else the service will be a 
very empty shadowy thing, there will be nothing solid 
and durable in it, "If any man serve me let Mm follow 
me ; Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of 
Jesse : peace, peace be unto thee, and peace be to thy 
helpers ; for thy God helpeth thee. Then David received 
them, and made them captains of the band." (1 Chron. 
xii. 18.) In the Apostles we see this natural order of 
things. The love of God shed abroad in the heart 
first ; of this springs devotedness. Profane love made 
generous and noble dispositions die. " The love of 
God awakens, resuscitates everything ; it destroys in 
the soul the germs of death, which a vicious age had 
sown ; it doubles the power of a man, leaving in him 
only that which is immortal." 

A noble passage in Lacordaire thus describes the 
hour when a man becomes distinctly the subject of 
God's grace, the immense, incalculable, distance be- 
tween the hour when that light penetrates into the 
soul, and gathers into a single focus all the scattered 
truths which were in the soul before : 

Vol. I. 50. — " It seems to me as if a man were 
"walking with bandage on eyes; little by little- he 
" begins to untie it, and the moment the handkerchief 
" falls off, he finds himself face to face with the sun. 
"That which expresses the difference between him 
" before and after, is called by the word ' grace. 9 The 
" touch of grace was so clear and lively that he never 
" lost the remembrance of it. On his deathbed he 
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" recurred to it as a sublime moment. It was not, 
" (says he), the putting bands and chains on reason, 
" but broadening its horizon in every direction, and 
" shedding a brighter light on it. Not the bandaging 

up, and straitening of character, but developement of 

its energy by an action which came from a higher 
" source than nature. Not a darkening and denial of 
" joy of heart, but it filled and elevated. All the man 
" that was in it before remained, all that was added 
" to it was the presence of the God who made it." 

This passage of biography explains what I mean. 

The personal undivided call first — calls directly 
straight to the heart and conscience ; then the choice, 
appointment, and commission follows. The first is 
the duty and privilege of every baptized member of 
Christ's body ; to ask, and claim, and have. " Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and Sis righteousness" 
the second has to be patiently waited for, rather than 
ambitiously sought. Of the first, St. Paul says, 
" Covet earnestly the best gifts." 

There is great danger in that teaching of the Church 
of Rome which makes it a point of faith almost, that 
the religious life is not for all, it belongs to monasteries 
and sisterhoods. It is not required of all to be devoted 
to God, to love the Lord Jesus Christ, to live a holy 
life, renouncing self, walking in the Spirit. But what 
says St. Paul ; " If ant man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christy let him be anathema" 

I charge you from God, my young Mends, to lay 
that thought to heart. "If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ" We find no such distinction drawn in 
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the New Testament between Christians and Christians, 
as if there might be secular Christians and religious 
Christians ; it is not of a few select ones, but of all 
that are in Christ that the Apostle says, (St. Peter i. 
2,) " Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ : 
grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied" 

To all the Corinthians St. Paul says, " The Temple 
of God is Iioly, which temple ye are." (1 Cor. iii. 17.) 

To all the Romans, " Yield yourselves unto God. 
(Rom. vi. 13.) 

To all the Galatians, "I say then, Walk in the Spirit. 
(Gal. v. 16.) 

To all the Thessalonians, " I pray God your whole 
spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. v. 
23.) 

So St. John, " Beloved, follow not that which is evil, 
but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God, 
but he that doeth evil hath not seen God" (3 John, 

140 

This is the Nazarite vow of every baptized Christian, 
this is your calling, Brethren ; this is your high privi- 
lege, your most solemn and momentous duty. What 
could make me so happy, as that in these parting days 
of my ministry here, you should hear the Lord speaking 
to you, and saying, " Seek ye my face " ; and that 
His Spirit should bring your heart to say, " Thy face, 
Lord, will I seek " 1 What could make your Saviour 
so happy as that you should come out of self and sin, 
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fearlessly, devotedly, send courageously, to Him, to 
His Cross, as to an altar on which you are freely 
offered, presented as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God. 

May the Holy Spirit work in you, many a one of 
you, my young friends, a deep unalterable conviction, 
that it is misery and shame, and wretchedness, and 
folly, and ruin, to live for this poor world, and to live 
for self; and that it is joy, and life, and bliss, and 
heaven, to live for Him who left His riches to become 
poor for you; left His glory to endure lowest shame 
for you, by whose stripes you are healed. There is no 
such peace breathed into the soul as that calm. and 
rest which it finds when it can say in all simplicity, 
conscious how solemn a step it is taking, with a fixed 
unalterable resolve, " Thy vows are upon me, Lord; 
I will render praises unto Thee ; into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit" 

But we come to speak of the disastrous crisis in 
Samson's life, when the Nazarite vow was broken, and 
Israel's champion, the heroic leader of God's hosts, 
became as another man, " because the Lord had departed 
from him" That is a very memorable and instructive 
history. It is the echo all through of that great text, 
" Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord; 
for he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not 
see when good cometh, but shall inhabit the parched places 
m the wilderness, in a salt place and not inhabited" 
(Jer. xvii. 5, 6.) 

We see in Samson's downfall, the degradation and 
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prostitution of the highest talents and choicest gifts 
to the slavery of low and debasing passions ; and how 
the dreaded name that was a tower of strength to 
Israel, and at the hearing of which Philistia shuddered 
and quailed, became a reproach and a by- word, for he 
becomes entangled and beguiled by the witchery and 
fascination of Delilah, a woman of Sorak; and slowly 
but surely the spider coils wrapped and fastened them- 
selves about him, until the strong man bowed himself, 
and his strength went from him — the shield of the 
mighty vilely cast away ; the great commission, God's 
deposit with which he was charged, treacherously sold 
for a false woman's caresses and dalliance ; who in 
her turn sold him to the lords of the Philistines. 
Many and many a noble nature has been thus cor- 
rupted ; many a time has a brilliant career of manly 
exertion, and faithful discharge of high trust, been 
thus cruelly and utterly wrecked ; fair promises dis- 
appointed, and grand beginnings shrunk away into 
nothing, and sunk in heart-breaking endings ; heart- 
breaking for self, for friends, for the Church of God. 
The history is a kind of symbolical and allegorical 
teaching, true in fact, and still truer, in that it pour- 
trays so truly and in such a life-like way, the descent 
by slow degrees, of a high character, falling down, 
down, down : a gently sloping decline first of all, then 
steeper and steeper declivities, then the sheer precipice 
at last. It is all one, whether it be a Delilah, as in 
Samson's case, or the passion for drink, greedily in- 
dulged in another, or the making haste to be rich, first 
by innocent means, then by frauds, adulteration of 
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goods, trickeries, small filchings and pilferings first of 
all, then great robberies, forgeries, and embezzlements 
and the like : small, scarcely perceptible deviations by 
hair-breadths, by nice shades of difference from the 
straight-forward pathway of faithfulness and truth — 
then the abrupt plunge off the precipice brink, whence 
to return is impossible for nature, if not for grace. 

Towards a fallen servant of God the world is as 
pitilessly and remorselessly cruel as the Philistines 
were towards Samson, and for much the same reasons. 
A soul really consecrated to God is a great object of 
jealousy, disgust, and horror, to the wicked world 
around. If they can do nothing else, evil men will 
set themselves to blacken, malign, defame the good ; 
but, if they find a joint in the armour — if there is a 
handle given by inconsistency, by unguarded speeches, 
unwatchful walk, and there has been a fall into sin 
through sudden temptation — the triumph of the un- 
godly is great ; they will push their chance and make 
the best use of the vantage ground gained; they 
will point exultingly to what seems to verify their 
prediction that religion would prove a sham and an 
imposture, and Christianity a lie. But I was not 
thinking to-day of grave and gross inconsistencies, 
but also of other cases in which there has been no 
immorality or unclean living, yet there has been a 
betrayal of high aims and purposes ; vows of service 
made in youth have been sadly unrealized, and the 
world has stolen away the heart with its wealth and 
pomp and pleasures — not the lust of the flesh so 
much, but the lust of the eye and the pride of life, 
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which (like the first) are not of the Father, but of 
the world. This I have always felt to be one of the 
chief, if not the very chiefest lesson and warning of 
Samson's story. It has impressed my own mind at 
least more than any other, and doubtless many of 
yon too, the terrible misery that comes of a heart 
vowed to God and stolen from Him — God robbed of 
His due ; the life promised and taken back again. 
You said you would be Christ's, and you lied to Him. 
The reason of this is often found, doubtless, in the 
very same mistake which Samson made. God had 
given him, as we saw, a superhuman strength; and so 
long as he gave the praise of it where it was due, and 
felt that he owed that power of thew and muscle of 
his, and those astounding victories of a single man 
over a whole host of God's enemies, to the spirit 
breathed into him by the Lord of Hosts, so long 
there was scarce a break in the course of signal 
service rendered to God and God's people ; but soon 
it came to be " my strength ; " and so the vessel that 
set forth, every stitch of sail spread, so well rigged 
and manned and appointed every way, became a 
shattered, wrecked hulk — as (in Isaiah x. 13) is said 
of the king of Assyria, " For he saith, By the strength 
of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom ; " and 
so the advantage he had became lost, irretrievably 
lost, but for God's signal grace to His repentant 
servant. What a humiliation for one who had been 
so unconquerable, so almost almighty, to become the 
sport and mockery of the woman to whom he had 
opened his heart. "She called for a man, and she 
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earned him to shave off the sewn locks of his head, and 
she began to afflict him, and his strength went from 
him ; and the Philistines took him and put out his 
eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him 
with fetters of brass, and he did grind in the prison 
house." Such was the pitiable and despicable weak- 
ness that came of that broken vow, of that great guilt 
of unfaithfulness and disobedience to the heavenly 
call, of being clean contrary to what John the Baptist 
was when he said, "He must increase, but I must 
decrease" (John iii. 30.) 

dear friends, forget not that word of Jesus, " For 
their sokes I consecrate myself, that they also might 
be consecrated through the truth" His consecration 
of Himself to suffering and death was that you might 
become a holy people indeed. " Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord" (Heb. xii. 14.) "J have 
opened my mouth to the Lord," said Jeptha, " and I 
cannot go back" Let this invincible determination 
be your own. Don't let this holy day find you 
lingering and unresolved. The flatteries of the world, 
the praises of man, the honour which comes of man, 
the pride of intellect, the pleasures of sense, all these, 
like the enticements of Delilah, spread snares to 
entrap you, like her green withs, and the new ropes, 
and the beam, and the web, plot after plot, and 
scheme after scheme, artfully, torturingly devised, 
that you may be afterwards afflicted, and your spirit 
and strength departed, and you may grind in the 
prison-house as a very bond slave of Satan. 

Some you may overcome; but if, like Samson, 
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your moorings are loosed, and you are drifting away 
from God and Christ! and the world with its icy 
touch freezing your heart, and silencing your mouth, 
if you don't renounce it — if you are not consecrated 
men, holy to the Lord ; not rising with a risen Christ ; 
not "running that ye may obtain ;" not " laying aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
you, looking unto Jesus" then remember Samson, and 
see in this instance what a fatal and ruinous thing it 
is to break the heart's pledges to God and Christ ; to 
promise and profess to be the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, whilst in reality you have closed your heart's 
doors against Him, and grieved Him so that He is 
departed far away, saying as to Israel, "I have for- 
saken mine house, I have left mine heritage, I have 
given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand of her 
enemies" (Jer. xii. 7.) 

Though Samson's later history was passed under a 
cloud, yet at the very sunset of his course the clouds 
(we find from our text) were rolled off ; it was with 
him, as the prophet said, "It shall come to pass 
that at eventide it shall be light" The end is very 
parallel to Manasseh's history. There began a period 
of godly sorrow and repentance, evidenced both by 
the return of God to him, and by his last deed of 
faith, in which for his people he sacrificed his own 
life. "It is a high day in Gaza," says a gifted 
Jewish convert, now a clergyman of our Church; 
" the gallery of the temple crowded with 3000 men 
and women gazing on a spectacle beneath. It is a 
feast of thanksgiving to Dagon of triumph against 
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Jehovah and His people. The image of Dagon, 
which, less than twenty years before, had Mien and 
been broken before the ark of Jehovah, once more 
stands proudly defying the God of Israel The mirth 
and revelry have reached the great point — Samson is 
brought in and placed in the midst of the temple 
between the central pillars which uphold the immense 
roof; Samson's arms encircle the massive pillars. 
Then an unuttered agonising cry of repentance, of 
faith, from the Nazarite, once more such ! Blind 
Samson is groping for a new light. The brightness 
of another morning is gilding his horizon. With all 
his might he bows himself ; the pillars reel and give 
way ; with one crash fall roof and gallery, temple and 
image, and in the ruins perish with Samson the lords 
of the Philistines and the flower of the people." 

In conclusion, if there are any here who, from 
being God's freedmen, have come like Samson to 
grind in Satan's prison ; who, having broken your 
pledges to your God, and done what you promised 
you never would do, fighting under Satan's banner, 
and the world's flag of rebellion, instead of under 
Christ's, there is this one hope for you which there 
was for the humbled and contrite man, Israel's great 
judge and champion, we have been considering. The 
same heart-broken cry of repentant sorrow to Him 
against whom you have rebelled, the same renuncia- 
tion of your own strength, and casting your whole 
soul on the tender pity and grace of Him, to whose 
arms Samson was brought back at last as the poor 
prodigal. There was no presumption, neither was 
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there despair. like the poor publican in the temple, 
and the dying thief, he did, as it were, look onward 
by faith to the cross, as you can look back to it, 
aye, can look up to it, and to Him hanging there, in 
the fresh and undying efficacy of His great atonement, 
can look up to Him and say : — 

" My faith would lay her hand 
On that dear head of Thine, 
While like a penitent I stand, 
And there confess my sin. 

" My soul looks back to see 
The burdens Thou didst bear, 
When hanging on the accursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there." 
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THE WEDDING GARMENT. 



Matt. xxii. 12. 

"And he saith unto him, Friend, how earnest thou in hither, 
not having a wedding garment ? And he was speechless." 

You will remember that the Prophet David prefaces 
one of his Psalms by the words, " I will sing of mercy 
and judgment" And the parable out of which our 
text is taken is a remarkable one of mercy and 
judgment; seldom does mercy speak in accents of 
more tender, generous pleading, extend her invitations 
more unrestrictedly, or unfold her arms of compassion 
wider to embrace the lost, and cause the starved to 
sit down so freely at her table, as here in this parable. 
It is of this blessed heavenly feast that the wise man 
speaks in the spirit of prophecy, " Wisdom hath builded 
her house — she hath hewn out her seven pillars — she 
hath killed her beasts — she hath mingled her wine — she 
hath also furnished her table — she hath sent forth her 
maidens — she crieth upon the highest places of the city : 
Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither .... Come, 
eat of my bread, and drink of the tcine that I have 
mingled" 

And yet there is a terrible voice of judgment too in 
this parable. It utters two thrilling notes of warning. 
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It sets forth indeed the fulness and freeness of Gospel 
promises and privileges; bat it also impresses the 
extreme peril of rejecting them. Its exhortation is 
much as that of St. Paul to the Hebrews, "Let us 
therefore give more earnest heed to the things that we 
ha/oe heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recompense 
and reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation?" Of the fulness and freeness you often 
hear. Bear with me while I speak for awhile of the 
hazard with which you reject the Gospel, or look 
scorn on the conditions of its acceptance. 

My text leads me to speak not so much of the 
former part of the subject — the hazard of rejecting 
the Gospel, — for by your presence here you express 
your desire not to be classed among the downright 
rejecters of the Gospel ; you are not, at least, like 
those to whom God's Word and house and sacraments 
are an abhorrence — as the seducer, the 'oppressor of 
the hireling in his wages, the deliberate and wilful 
liar — for they hoist the flag of open rebellion against 
God, they are of those whom the parable brands with 
the title of " murderers " — murderers of the souls and 
bodies of their fellow creatures, degrading themselves 
(as our Lord Himself, though the very embodiment 
and manifestation of love — God's love, — says) from 
the Fatherhood of God to the Fatherhood of Satan : 
" Ye are of your father the Devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the begin- 
ning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
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truth in him .... He is a liar, and the father of it" 
It is of such like that the parable says, " When the 
King heard thereof He was wroth, and sent forth His 
armies and destroyed those murderers and burnt up their 
cities." For the title does not seem to be confined to 
that remnant who took hold of Bis servants and 
entreated them spitefully and slew them ; but to the 
whole of those who scorned and slighted, and treated 
despitefdlly the King's message of grace and love. 

But the text is all the more solemn, because it 
belongs to another class of character. It speaks of 
one who did accept the message, did come clothed 
somehow, got in through the door— got up to the 
table even, and sat down there — yes, sat in the midst 
of the guests ; neither the porter detected him, nor 
yet the guests ; so far as we know he did not even 
detect himself; and he might have stopped the feast 
through, but for the entrance of the King. It would 
seem that none but the King Himself detected him — 
shewed him up to the guests and to himself, for it is 
that King of whom the Baptist said, " His fan is in 
His hand, and He shall throughly purge His floor" 
And this is the saddest and most affecting part of this 
great parable ; we are indebted for it to St. Matthew, 
who is distinguished among the four Evangelists for 
his many notices of the King and the Kingdom. 
And many of you, doubtless, have felt it well to be 
called thus to dwell on Christ as the King as well as 
the Saviour, to think of Him as the "Lion of the tribe 
ofJudah," as well as the "Lamb slain from the begin- 
*M0 °f tte world,"— to be led in a spirit of reverence 
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and godly fear to affirm, as in our Te Beum, " Thou 
art the King of Glory, Christ ;" or, with the much 
favoured Apostle, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." 

And indeed this part of the parable is inexpressibly 
solemn, it would be hard for any teacher or preacher 
to make it more solemn than it is in itself, without 
gloss and varnish, in its naked simplicity and truth. 
It anticipates in so searching, I may almost say in so 
surprising a way the self-complacent, self-satisfied 
way in which a reader, even a thoughtful reader, of 
the former part of the chapter might wipe his mouth 
and wash his hands and say, " I am at least safe ; I 
have accepted the offer of the King, I have clothed 
myself as suitably as I could, I have my place 
assigned me at the supper; the guests smile upon 
me and receive me as one of themselves — why should 
not the King also P " But then we read on, and are 
startled perhaps at the very idea that even so, possibly 
all may not be right. We are let in, and suffered to sit 
at the guest-table ; but the self-searching is not over : 
the question forces itself upon us, and requires of 
our inmost soul an answer, "How about the marriage 
garment? not, Have you got one? but, Have you 
got the right one ? " Is that condition of entrance 
fulfilled, that the marriage garment should b&of the 
King's own providing, out of His own royal wardrobe, 
a reflection — more than a reflection — of His own snow- 
white, spotless purity and beauty ? I own that, thinking 
over this subject, one cannot but feel very much struck, 
and, I hope, deeply solemnized by it; for it is not 



39 

only its teaching, but the place in the parable where 
that teaching is found, and the individuality of it — 
"a man there; 99 so it points to each individual heart 
and conscience — singles out each one and questions 
him, and says, "Is thy heart right P" The slain 
murderers are many, but the rejected guest is one ! 
And then the King is so brought face to face with the 
single soul, the individual guest. He was not so 
much face to face with those murderers; He sent 
forth His armies, He was not present in person in 
the battle-field, but in the guest-chamber He is 
personally present — present to him face to face, as 
Elijah with Ahab— present as no other presiding 
head of a guest-chamber in ordinary life can be! 
And then the self-deceit had gone so far, as I have 
tried to shew. We are reminded by it of the text at 
the close of 1 Cor., where, after all the thrilling 
warnings which the Apostles had administered to the 
sinners in Corinth, and those that connived at sin, 
and so were compromised in it, and after that glorious 
summary of the privileges of God's children which he 
expresses in those words, " What, know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and the Spirit of Goddwelleth 
in you ?" He then closes his Epistle by the heart- 
sifting word of caution — " If any man love not the Lord 
Jems Christ, let him be anathema maranatha." 

But now taking the Word of God for our guide, 
and asking for the secret help, and anointing and 
teaching of His good Spirit, that all may be in har- 
mony with God's holy mind and truth, let us enquire 
what presumably the rejected guest lacked P Nothing 
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could be more ignominious and appalling than in the 
guest chamber ; the presence chamber of so great and 
gracious a King, amid the invited guests who thronged 
the tables looking on ; in the midst of so imposing and 
august an assemblage, where one might have looked 
that the King should be all suavity, and condescending 
affability, that the guest should be so ceremoniously, 
so wrathfully and hopelessly ejected ? In answer to 
such a question does not every anxious heart reply, 
" I dare not answer myself, / will hearken what God 
the Lord mil speak." Dares a minister in reply to 
such a question foist in individual ideas of his own, 
however pleasing and captivating they might be; 
dares he travel in his discourse one step beyond the 
written Word of Christ, and the testimony of those 
within His Church, who, like that scribe of whom 
Jesus speaks — that " scribe instructed unto the kingdom 
of Heaven, who bringeth forth out of his treasures things 
new and old." 

And first, then, it would appear that the guest was 
one who not only was within reach of the whole round 
of Christian opportunities and privileges, even the very 
highest, but had actually outwardly accepted and 
embraced them. Not only was Christ's table spread 
in his sight, but he was a sharer and participator in 
it — he passed for one of His chosen friends. Yet he 
only wore a mask, and under the garb of professed 
obedience and respect he concealed the heart of a 
traitor and a rebel. It was a kiss like his to whom 
the Lord said, " Judas, betray est thou the Son of Man 
with a kiss ?" 
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Some of you will remember him in Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress who came up to the gate, ferried across the river, 
by one Vain-hope, and began to knock supposing that 
entrance would be quickly ministered unto him, and 
when asked who he was, answered, " I have eaten and 
drunk in the King's presence, and He has taught in our 
streets ; " " and they told the King, but He would not 
come down to see him ; and he was bound hand and 
foot. Then I saw there was a way to hell even from 
the gate of Heaven/' So was it with the guest in the 
parable so very near to the King's presence and glory, 
yet altogether of another world, in heart of a different 
society — at the very ends of the earth. Nay, as far 
from Him as Heaven from Hell — pronounced unfit 
for the Kingdom of God. Whilst there are some who, 
though dwelling where Satan's seat is, yet hold fast to 
the name and faith of Jesus, and would rather die 
than deny His name; there are, on the contrary, 
some who, dwelling where the seat of Jesus is, wear 
Satan's livery at heart, like him to whom that stern 
rebuke was uttered by the Apostle, " Thou hast neither 
"part nor lot in this matter, far thine heart is not right 
" in the sight of God. .... I perceive that thou art in 
" the gall of bitterness, and the bond of iniquity" It is 
a painful discovery in this world when a man is found 
out to be in a wholly false position, and he learns the 
truth about himself after being long grossly self- 
deceived, and he finds he was quite wrong, and knew 
it not. How much more terrible is it, when, in 
matters on which eternal destiny hangs, the light is 
let in, and the hollowness and unreality of the pro- 
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fession tested, the specious mask drops off, and the 
word is past irrecoverably, " Thou are weighed in the 
" balances, and found wanting*" 

Irrevocably, I say, because it appears that this 
presence of the King was His last great appearing, 
beyond which is no restoration more, no retrieving of 
the past, no effacing and obliterating more of the dark 
lines of condemnation — the harvest past — the summer 
ended — the door of mercy (so far as is revealed in the 
Gospel) closed for ever. 

This moment of irreparable loss and exclusion was 
the moment of the King's final scrutiny : " When 
the King came in to see the guests, He saw there a man 
which had not on a wedding garment." He saw what 
all besides had failed to see. 

Of antichrist it is said that " he had the eyes of a man 
given unto him, and a mouth speaking great swelling 
words ; " but of Christ, Him that is both the Son of 
Man and the Son of God, the eyes are the eyes of God. 
Both in the prophecies of the Old and New Testament 
this piercing insight, this inly penetrating searching 
gaze of the King's eyes is dwelt upon, as qualifying 
the Lord Jesus for that judicial office which He now 
exercises in His Church, and shall at the close of all 
things exercise in the world : " The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son" 
In Dan. x. 6, " His eyes were as lamps of fire" and in 
Zech. iv. 10, " Those seven . ... are the eyes of the 
Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth," 
sometimes for comfort, most often for warning. " His 
eyes were as a flame of fire " is, an image quite familiar 
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to us. The thought of this characteristic of the Lord 
Jesus, is specially impressed on the Seven Churches of 
Asia as a motive to guardedness and watchfulness of 
walk, as leading to a very wholesome dread of a luke- 
warm and careless walk having a name to live and yet 
being dead; and however intrusive and inquisitorial 
this searching gaze may appear to an unfaithful and 
unloving servant, it will he welcome and acceptable to 
those servants who, in heart and life, reflect their 
Lord's image, and "follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth" Their desire and prayer is that He will 
exercise His office towards them, will search and try 
the ground of their hearts, even though the search 
may reveal much that it is painful to them to know of 
themselves — may shew that the gold and silver vessels 
in their Lord's house are much tarnished and dim, 
and the wine mixed with water, the works not perfect 
before God, yet they will thankfully unbare and lay 
open their hearts to the search of the King. 

To the Church of the old covenant it seemed a very 
real and never-resting search which no secret sin 
escaped. " If we have forgotten the name of our God t 
"and stretched out our hand to a strange God, shall not 
" God search this out , for He knoweth the secrets of the 
"heart; 99 and do you not see how gracious and loving 
a purpose is hidden beneath the seeming strict severity 
of that search : (Jer. ix. 7), " Behold, I will melt them 
and try them ; for how shall I do for the daughter of 
My people? 99 And have we not in our Litany just 
the thought and the prayer which the recollection 
of that secret search may well awaken in us, " We 




44 

beseech Thee to give us an heart to love and fear 
Thee, and diligently to live after Thy command- 
ments." 

Such is the King's present search, invisible indeed, 
but real, " all things naked and open to the eyes of Sim 
with whom we have to do" thus, even now, does He 
come in to see the guests. I want you and me, dear 
friends and brethren, to lay hold of this, the present 
individualizing insight of each heart now before Him, 
as of all the gathered assemblies of His saints. 

The last word of the parable is reserved and saved, 
to enforce this truth, to awaken the anxious enquiry, 
How does the King find me now P Were that last, 
never-to-be-repeated scrutiny begun now, what would 
my heart and life shew ? If the unalterable verdict . 
were passed on my soul now, what would it be ! 
The great point of the parable almost, is this warning 
to the false professor. 

But the wedding garment needs a few moments' 
consideration. What is it ? " The King saw a man 
that had not on a wedding garment" The word of 
God must itself tell us what it is ! It is clear from 
the question, and the way it is asked, that it was a 
garment which the man might have had, else whence 
the sternness of the demand — the inexorable severity 
of the sentence of exclusion P He might have had it, 
and was expected to have it ; and he himself knew 
that he was expected to have it, else he woxdd have 
had something to urge in his own defence — he would 
not have been struck so utterly dumb and speechless 
at the King's enquiry. We are reminded of the 
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words in Ezek. xxii., " Can thine heart endure, or can 
thine hands be strong in the days that I shall deal with 
thee ? I the Lord have spoken it, and mil do it." 

There is something very appalling about the speech- 
lessness of the man. It is evident that he had had 
great opportunities, and had neglected them. He 
had not reaped in the harvest ; he could not say that 
he had not been warned, exhorted, encouraged, in- 
structed — could not say he had no examples, for there 
were those about him in the guest chamber who had 
the true wedding garment. He had been told that 
the Xing would come in to see the guests. 

0, dear brethren, I pray that your life may never 
be closed in this speechless, self-condemning silence ! 
You never at least can say that there was no wedding 
garment for you. It is not a vain, false boast, when 
the Church calls the Lord Jesus by that name, " Je- 
hovah-Tsidkenu." It is the Church's birthright and 
inheritance; and if any here should not be found 
clothed, it will be that like Esau you have despised 
your birthright, you have said or thought in your 
spirit, " Behold, I am at the point to die! what good 
shall this birthright do to me?" 

The man was dressed, we see, but not in the 
marriage dress ; and we must look to see what this 
was from the texts especially where the marriage 
was spoken of. In Rev. xxi. 9, the beloved Apostle 
tells us there talked with him "one of the seven angels 
having seven vials, and said, Come up hither, and I mil 
shew thee the woman, the bride of the Lamb" I don't 
think we need be perplexed with the Church of Christ 
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being sometimes called the Bride, sometimes the 
guests at the marriage supper, any more than we 
are at Christ being, at one part of John x., compared 
to the door, and at another time to the good shepherd 
who leads through the door. For by the one Bride 
is signified the unity of fhe Church, and the singular 
preciousness with which she is regarded in the eyes 
of her Divine Husband and Lord ; and by the guests, 
the multitude of whom the Church is composed, the 
wide-stretching bounty, the abundant provision. Of 
this Bride of the Lamb there had been a description 
in Rev. xix. After the judgment on the harlot and 
the guilty city drunken with the blood of «he saints, 
the Bride of Christ is presented in her beauty, purity, 
and glory, which awakens the thanksgivings of angels 
and all the redeemed, so that a festival is kept and 
great rejoicings are seen in heaven. " Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to Him, for the marriage 
of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself 
ready ; and to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, for the fine linen 
is the righteousness of the saints," more properly, the 
justification of the saints : the things whereby they 
are counted just or righteous in the sight of God. 
And you will observe that the account of that dress 
exactly agrees with that in the parable, " It was given 
her to be clothed in fine linen, lustrous and pure," 
(originally). It was not her own dress, yet she made 
herself ready. In the simple, unpresuming, pure, 
affectionate and loving reverence of her heart, she 
accepts the boon, gladly avails herself of the rich 
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and right royal bounty of her Lord. So you cannot 
make your own wedding garment, you cannot bring 
an acceptable, spotless righteousness of your own 
weaving. You will not be reproved and confounded 
and thrust out because you have not been able to 
weave for yourselves, and prepare for yourselves, a 
robe of perfect, unsinning obedience. This was be- 
yond you; but if you are of the true Bride, that 
which is true of the Bride as a whole, is true of 
every one that forms a part of her— every saintly 
man and woman, every little boy and girl. " Unto 
her was granted that she should be clothed in fine linen, 
bright and pure." 

And then you will remember another great passage 
where the marriage and the marriage dress are had 
reference to, and the Church tells out all her glad- 
ness for the undeserved loving-kindness of her Saviour. 
It is a glorious song of praise, sweet as a peal of 
marriage bells to those who have a part in the fes- 
tivities. Isa. lxi. 10 : "I mil greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God ; for He hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bride- 
groom decketh himself with ornaments, and a bride 
adorneth herself with her jewels.' 9 Here, again, the 
Church disclaims all ground of acceptance, of right- 
eousness, and salvation in herself. She gives all the 
glory to Him who has caused her to be clothed with 
the marriage garment ; she has put it on and worn 
it, but He provided it. Oft as she finds shame and 
sadness in looking into herself, she increases her joy 
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in her Lord, to whom she owes her all. " It is not a 
clothing," she says, "but a complete covering — 
not one spot or stain visible any more." She 
had once had hope perhaps that something would 
come of her own poor attempts to bring a wedding 
garment of her own workmanship, but the nearer she 
got to the Holy Presence, the nearer to the eyes of the 
King, the more oppressed and anguish-stricken, and 
almost despondent at her sense of corruption and 
defilement. There might have been some sort of 
marriage-garment she could bring in that case, but 
not the King's : not the garment that must be worn 
by the Bride of the Lamb ; so she threw herself on 
His compassion, and accepted His bounty — the robe 
both of imputed and inherent righteousness : for we 
can scarcely doubt that in the salvation here is implied 
the imputed, and in the righteousness the imparted 
righteousness — in agreement with the Apostles words : 
"For of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanetifiea- 
turn." The Father of the prodigal son said to the 
servants, " Bring forth the best robe and put it on him" 
Have you understood, dear Brethren, the deep sig- 
nificance of this word in its bearing on our text, and 
such like texts P Of Him — of God the Father : as the 
ultimate Author of the new Creation, ye are in Christ 
Jesus ; out of the old corrupt mass of fallen and lost 
human nature. He took you — drew you — of "the 
" vessel marred in the hands of the potter" " He made 
" again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to 
" make it." He called and brought you by His Spirit 



49 

into the fellowship of His Son, and being in that 
fellowship you are partners and fellow-heirs of His 
righteousness. For "whom He called, them He also 
justified;" and they are also said to be "sanctified in 
Christ Jesus" " Sanctified and justified in the name of 
the Lord Jems, and by the Spirit of our God" And 
if you have been brought by the Holy Ghost to this 
happy, strengthening sense of His pardoning grace ; 
and a new sense of power for victory over sin and for 
holiness, to which you were strangers before ; and if 
God has laid His own strong foundation in your soul, 
and built your faith on that immoveable rock of His 
Son, then cannot you chime in with that glad thanks- 
giving of the Church, and set forth with good hope 
and confidence " in that new and living way which He 
has consecrated" — the way of holiness ; cheating the 
toil and weariness of the way by that Divine song, 
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God ; for Me hath clothed me with the 
garment of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe 
of righteousness " t 

And there is one other marriage passage in which also 
the clothing of the Bride by the Lord is made mention 
of — in Ezek. xvi. You will remember that there the 
Church is found of the Lord cast forth on the face 
of the earth from the day it was born, loathsome, 
almost hideous in its pollution, like a disowned and 
outcast foundling. But the Lord of His free grace 
chooses that poor, rejected, outcast being ; and then, 
in process of time, that desolate and rejected one 
becomes the Lord's own. "I sware unto thee, and 
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entered into a covenant with thee, and thou becamest 
Mine. I decked thee with ornaments, I clothed thee 
with broidered work. ... J put a beautiful crown on 
thine head. . . . Thy raiment was of fine linen .... 
thy renown went forth for thy beauty, for it wax perfect 
through My comeliness which I had put upon thee, saith 
the Lord God" Here, again, we have a marriage 
garment, and again it is the King's own ; and, again, 
it was not only a secret transaction between the soul 
and its God, by which it was known to Him to be 
His, and knew itself to be His, by which it was com- 
pletely justified, 

" Completely clothed in Christ alone ; " 

but it is clear to all to see ; its beauty shone out, its 
comeliness was recognized— could not be hid. It was 
predestinated, not to the adoption of children alone, 
but to be "holy and without blame before Sim in 
love," — such a holiness as is devotedness, and is in- 
separable from it. 

Here, then, we have brought before you no mere 
theories of what the wedding garment might be, but 
the simple teaching of God's own Word, to which 
Christ always appealed — neither the Word without 
the Spirit, nor the Spirit without the Word. " It is 
the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth ; " both of these witnessing to and witnessed by 
His Church in the world. This wedding garment is, 
then, 

1st. The complete standing of the people of God in 
Christ, in whose name, as the Lord our Righteousness, 
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is all their glorying — a standing so complete, that every 
mouth which rises up in judgment is condemned— 
they walk on new ground — are beautified with salva- 
tion — they can boldly challenge every accuser, and that 
before the great tribunal of God, the Judge of all. And, 

2nd, This righteousness, inherent and indwelling, 
and shewing its fruits in a tender conscience, a hatred 
of sin, in a holy people, in a holy life, zealous of good 
works, in singleness of eye to God's glory. 

We have seen now, what this wedding garment 
is, what it is to have it, to be clothed in it, and 
wrapped about with it, to the hiding of all sin, to the 
strengthening of all holy purposes, to the increase of 
joy and confidence in the prospect of His appearing. 

Remember, dear Brethren, what has been dwelt on, 
that there may be many garments, but the marriage 
garment is but one, the marriage garment of the Bride 
of the Lamb, the true invisible Church of the First- 
born. If Himself be so holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, how pure and immaculate 
must the marriage dress of His Bride be ! How must 
grace be carrying forward and increasing in you day 
by day, that grace which the day of His coming in 
glory will complete. "To the end He may establish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all His saints." 

But if to be clothed be such, oh ! who shall say what 
it is to be found unclothed ! "If so be that being clothed, 
ioe shall not be found naked." To have come and gone 
to the place of the holy, to have sat with the guests, 
to have been counselled often and often to buy of Jesus 
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Christ the white raiment to be clothed withal, to have 
had it so freely offered, but yet rejected it ; deceived 
perhaps by some spurious imitation of it which was of 
other men's workmanship, or of your own ! and so 
your foundation was a hollow void, instead of a solid 
rock ; and lo ! in its ruin you must perish ! 

When you hear these words of the King, " How 
earnest thou in hither y not having a wedding garment ?" 
can any heart help but say with the Apostles, " Is it 
I P Lord, is it I " P No harangue of surpassing elo- 
quence, but must spoil the simplicity and artless trans- 
parent truthfulness of those words of our Lord. For 
you, dear Brethren, that last scrutiny has not yet 
come. To-night, indeed, the King has entered to see 
the guests, but perhaps not for the last time for you. 
Never is a call addressed to sinners and to saints from 
this place but the eyes of the King look round. Who, 
He asks, has the wedding garment P who has it not P 
I pray you, I charge you by His authority, sit not 
down in the seat of the scornful, and enquire whether 
it be indeed true, that only the clean white spotless 
robe alone, qualifies, and makes meet for entrance into 
the King's presence, or no. But rather low on your 
knees before God to-night say, " Lord, let this the 
true wedding garment of the Lamb's Bride be mine ; 
Lord, do Thou even by Thy hardest judgments, rend 
and tear off from me every strip and shred of every 
self-sewn and self-chosen raiment of fleshly confidence, 
rather than suffer me to be lulled by vain hopes into 
that treacherous slumber and trance of death, out of 
which there is no awaking but " to shame and ever- 
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lasting contempt/' Bid me, and help me to break off 
all delays, all waverings and tossings hither and thither 
between faith and doubt, and to close at once with the 
full reconciliation for iniquity Thou hast made in Jesus, 
and the everlasting righteousness Thou hast brought 
in!" 

Though it be true of all texts, yet of some in par- 
ticular it is true that only the Spirit of God can preach 
upon them, can enforce and impress them ; for it is 
especially in the case of such subjects, that to know 
about them, to have a general conception of what they 
mean, and to regard them as truths is but a very small 
gain, and is vastly different from embracing them as 
our heritage for ever — to live and die by — to take fast 
hold of — and keep, because it is life. I see men some- 
times so near to having seized on this portion, and I 
rejoice over them ; and then I see them again, their 
steps almost gone, their treadings well-nigh slipped, 
their grasp feeble, and what can relieve the sorrowing 
heart of the minister of Christ but to pray, "0 Thou 
Holy Spirit of God, give the power to that undecided 
and unestablished soul to yield itself up to Thee now, 
weary of its fluctuations and unsettlement, to be wholly 
fixed for Thee, with fall venture to come and make a 
free surrender, — at once — entirely — and for ever. 
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THE ARROW OF THE LORD'S 
DELIVERANCE. 



2 Kings xiii. 19. 

" And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou 
shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou 
smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it : whereas now thou 
shalt smite Syria but thrice." 

The prophetic era of Elijah and Elisha were drawing 
to a close ; and a very eventful and instructive era 
they had been. They hold a large and conspicuous 
place in the history of the Church of God. We do 
not find indeed in Elisha an exact counterpart and 
reproduction of the Prophet of Fire. It is rather like 
the softly tempered, silvery, and pale mellow moon- 
light after the blaze of the full orbed noonday sun ; or 
rather, perhaps I should say, the same sun that blazed 
at noonday seen in the milder and more lovely and 
charming radiance of its setting. 

Yet this even will not truly represent the state of 
the case, and the relation in which those two great 
characters stand to each other. In all Christlike 
characters, or nearly all, brilliant flashes of Divine 
zeal and wrath break forth all the more startling be- 
cause so unlooked for ; the soft evening time becomes 
bright and lustrous as the noonday. You are looking 
for the Lamb, and behold the lion appears. 
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But we are now come to the death scene of Elisha : 
and it becomes him, as Elijah's death became and be- 
fitted him. The Prophet of Fire was carried up in a 
chariot of fire, and by horses of fire to heaven : all ' 
was appropriate, and in harmony. No dramatist 
could, by consummate art and genius, have more 
beautifully fitted together the scenes of this drama, 
than the parts of Elisha's life are, in the perfectly 
natural, artless, and undesigned coincidences of that 
actual history fitted on piece to piece in exquisite 
reality and unity. And this is but one instance out 
of the multitudes of instances which contributes to 
form that special evidence of the Divinity of the 
Bible, its Divine inspiration : the evidence, I mean, 
which we have in its matchless simplicity and unity : 
the way in which its parts are adjusted, so pieced and 
parcelled, without any designed effort, into a map of 
God's great plan, that it only needs a little patient 
study, and spiritual insight of truth, to gain bright 
and refreshing glimpses of the harmony, simplicity, 
and unity of it as a whole. 

At the door of the lowly unpretending hut, where 
the dying prophet is stretched on his pallet, is seen 
standing the royal chariot, in contrast, we can believe, 
with many a poor widow and homely rustic in coarse 
tonic attire. Jewish matrons dignified and respected, 
like the lady of Shunem, come to shed a tear over that 
quenched light of Israel ; to bid a last farewell to one, 
Whose kindly genial glance children must have loved 
to look at, though he could be terrible even to them, 
aye, curse them in the name of the Lord, when they 
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mocked his message and reviled him, because of 
the wonders he wrought, and the commission he 
bore. 

The young king Joash, the second from Jehu, he 
comes to bid the Prophet farewell, and thus to pay the 
tribute of a loving and dutiful respect to one before 
whom older and greater kings than himself had trem- 
bled, or who had been regarded by them as a trusty 
and confidential counsellor. Alas ! the temptations of 
royalty, acting probably on a weak and nerveless 
character — very indifferently trained — proved too 
strong for him, and an ignominious and disastrous 
reign is recorded of him, as of so many other kings of 
Israel : he only adds fresh blots to a very blotted page. 

Yet there is something very winning and attractive 
about this beginning : something very hopeful, because 
he has got a heart, (and this always inspires hope.) 
And we can hardly help loving him, and the Prophet 
even with those failing eyes of his, over which the dim 
glaze of death was stealing, could not help looking 
with interest and hopeful longing over this scion of 
royalty, (that promising young Alfonso), and giving 
him a last lesson in such shape and form as his ardent 
and imaginative mind could best carry it away ; so 
that it might mingle itself with the cares, plans, 
actions, purposes of his after life." " My Father, my 
Father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof!" 
So said the young prince, whose memory served him 
with the exact words in which Elisha had addressed 
his Master in the hour of his translation, and he could 
find no more appropriate words for addressing him. 
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And, in harmony with that bitter dirge-like lament, 
doubtless he lifted up his voice and wept. 

But the Prophet had not done his mission yet. 
Even in his ashes live his wonted fire. 

You remember how our Lord diverted Mary 
Magdalene from too vehement a demonstration, too 
unpractical and useless a rapture of joy after His 
resurrection : " Touch Me not ; for I am not yet 
ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren and say 
unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father; 
and to My God and your OodJ 
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" Think not of dreams, though dreams be sweet, 
Haste ye and ply your onward feet." 

And so here — though in a feeble and obscure re- 
semblance to that great scene of the resurrection 
morning: 

" Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And 
fie took unto him bow and arrows. And he said to the king 
of Israel, put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his 
hand upon it : and Elisha put his hands upon the king's 
hands. And he said, Open the window eastward. And 
he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot, and he shot. 
And he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and 
the arrow of deliverance from Syria : for thou shalt 
smite the Syrians in Aphek till thou have consumed 
them. And he said, Take the arrows. And he took 
them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon 
the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. And 
the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou 
shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou 
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with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, 
ye that dwell in dust : for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, 
and the earth shall cast out her dead" They were 
but harbingers, and prognosticates: the great and 
solid reality was yet to come. And in the fulness of 
time it came. It was a dark time too, a time of 
straits, and perplexity, and drought of heart, when 
that great grave-stone closed over that which was 
mortal of our adorable Saviour — and there have been 
many dark times, times of straits and perplexity since : 
of strife and contentions, and outward enfeeblement of 
the Church of God : when human might and resource 
failed, and nothing but the arrow of the Lord's deliver- 
ance was left. Then great minds, the master spirits of 
the Church, have seemed to be vanished, and thus light 
quenched. Only He lived of whom Isaiah says, " He 
shall not be broken nor extinguished" (e.v., " He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged,") and also in the Revelation 
He says of Himself, " I am the first, and the last, and 
the Living One : " (original) and " I was dead, and am 
alive again," and He has done for His Church, (notably 
for some servants raised up and called to some special 
and distinguished service), what Elisha was inspired 
to do for Israel and Joash." He said to the king of 
Israel, " Put thine hand upon the bow, and he put his 
hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king's 
hands. And he said, Open the window eastward. And he 
opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And 
he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the 
arrow of deliverance from Syria : for thou shalt smite the 
Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them." 
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The Easter season brings before us the joyous assur- 
ance that all this energy and conquering might is in 
the hands of the risen Jesus, the great Captain of our 
Salvation. " The Lord is a Man of war, the Lord of 
Hosts is His name." This we saw two Sundays ago, 
(on Easter Day, from Rev. i. 15), and v. 16 of our 
chap, suggests two thoughts, which to my own mind 
at least are very striking. The first, is that the 
power of Christ Jesus our Lord, does not supersede 
His people's action : does not release them from putting 
forth all their power, exerting all their energies: He 
has bound up in a very gracious and very glorious 
way, His power and their power : His work and their 
work. 

Elisha does not take the bow, and shoot the arrow 
himself : he makes the young king do it. So to our 
young Confirmees, to every one of them who is now 
joining the Lord's Supper, realizing (I trust) afresh 
and more vividly than ever, their fellowship with Christ 
their Head, their membership in the Christian body, 
their place as newly-enlisted recruits in the Christian 
army — to every such an one does Jesus say, " Take 
bow and arrows, put thine hand upon the bow : shoot ; 
shoot the arrow of the Lord's deliverance." It is not 
Syria, but sin, self, Satan ; it is error ; not bye-gone 
worn out errors, but old errors newly burnished up in 
Satan's newest fashions. It is a great battle indeed, 
and here you are in the very thick of the fight, the 
slain and the being-slain lying troop upon troop around 
yoa. Where are your bow and arrows P where is your 
hand P Bring it hither to me ; young, tender, all un- 
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practised it may be, a Jacob's, not an Esau's ; but I 
have need of it : not for my sake, but for your own, 
and the Church of Christ's sake : bring it to me : with- 
hold it not." 

Well may Christ's young servant, called to such a 
conflict, such a sharp battle, pray with David, Do Thou 
" take hold of shield and bulkier, and stand up for my 
help. Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against 
them that persecute me : say unto my soul, I am thy 
salvation," or in the language of another sweet singer 
in Israel of later date, 

" The cross our Master bore for us 

We also fain would bear ; 
But human strength to weakness turns, 

And courage to despair : 
Then mercy on our error, Lord, 

Our failing strength renew ; 
And when Thy sorrows visit us 

O send Thy patience too." 

Do you not see, dear Brethren, what a simple image 
we have here, yet how forcible! The young king 
weeping, not merely for the loss of personal friend 
and father, but because in him the "chariot of 
Israel and the horsemen " were gone. His counsels 
had beaten and worsted whole armies and hostile 
coalitions — how were they to be beaten and worsted 

now? 

So perhaps you feel very helpless, as Judah, of 
whom it was said in Isaiah ix. 12, " The Syrians 
before, and the Philistines behind, and they shall 
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devour Israel with open mouth" You had almost 
resolved to be brave, but heart fails. Even if in the 
first onset you would not turn pale and fly, yet when 
the brunt and the stress of the battle comes, can 
Jesus who rose from the grave nearly nineteen hun- 
dred years ago, He who is on the Father's right hand, 
the first and the last, and the Living One, can even 
He make you a match for such brazen walls, bristling 
with relentless foesP Must you not inevitably fall 
back beaten at last, ashamed and disgraced, and 
lose the things which you have wrought? You 
tremble to think of that day — irretrievably lost at last 
— after such hopeful beginnings, — to be the laughing 
stock of Satan at last, and the sorrow and weeping of 
Christ's true followers. To have worn the Lamb's 
bridal dress — His own gift — first, and then to sit 
alone at last, wearing the mourning weeds of those 
who are lost to him irrecoverably ! 

Yet He says again to thee, thou trembling and 

timid and half-retreating one, " Take bow and arrows, 

put thine hand upon the bow." And what is better 

than all, we read, that " Ett&ha put his hands upon the 

king's hands." We think of the young king's smooth, 

white, unscarred hand put upon the bow ; and then 

we think of the bony emaciated hand of the prophet, 

bronzed and scarred perhaps, but strong even in 

death, for he is nerved as Samson to one parting 

effort That hand is laid on the king's hand ; and 

he said, " Shoot, and he shot." And so for thee, 

fainting heart of the young disciple. Does not He 

who laid His right hand on the beloved Apostle and 
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said, "Fear not," lay His hand also on thy hand to 
make it strong, to brace and nerve it for action of 
service and holy warfare? Do you feel your own 
hand weak any more when you have Christ's hand-^ 
thy risen Lord's hand— laid on yours ? Does it not 
tingle through all its veins with a new life and a 
force you knew nothing of before P I do not say that 
you are ready, when a very giant, a Goliath of Gath, 
is in front of you, to say with David, " Let no man's 
heart fail became of him, Thy servant will go and fight 
with this Philistine." But yet is it not written, 
when the Lord shall save the tents of Judah, " He 
that is feeble among them in that day shall be as 
David ? " So you cannot say, no man can say, what 
a blessing the Lord may make you, what a help and 
comfort (unsuspected to yourself), what a prop and 
pillar to others, if thus in answer to your childlike, 
daily, hourly prayer, and pleading of His promises, 
He lays His hand on your hand and says, " Lay thine 
hand on the bow and shoot the arrow of the Lord's 
deliverance" "Be not dismayed, the battle is not 
yours, but God's" Bid adieu to that seeming friend 
who is making the world look so dazzling and specious 
and enticing to you, and enfeebling your resolve to be 
all for Christ ; whispering words of honeyed poisonous 
flattery into your ears to bewitch and destroy you. 
Resist unto blood (with Christ's hand on yours) that 
besetting sin, whether it be untruthfulness, small 
filchings and stealings, cowardice and irresoluteness, 
envyings and jealousies, bread of vice eaten in secret, 
sweet stolen waters in the shape of opiates, and drugs, 
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and spirits, drunken oat of sight of all bat God the 
All-seeing ; be it what it may, remember to get the 
Great Prophet's hand on your hand, to feel its strong, 
firm touch, its loving, gentle pressure, and He will 
give you to be more than conqueror. 

But we dwell now on the Prophet's wrath, and the 
cause of it. The young king had shot, and, up to a 
certain point, shot well the arrows of the Lord's 
deliverance; all was promising and hopeful: there 
was the elastic spring and enthusiastic ardour of 
youth ; one might have looked for him to display 
unconquerable energy, to be as Jehosaphat and Josiah 
were ; but clouds overcast that fair sky — the grace of 
steadfastness, the grace of perseverance was wanting. 
Bead the verse — " He emote thrice, and stayed." 

Is there but one in this congregation that feels 
reproached by these words P or not rather many a 
one to whose heart the arrow of upbraiding comes 
sharp home with a sting and smart of sorrow P Is 
there not many a one ready to say, " for those good 
and fair beginnings ! for those sad and sorrowful 
endings! I never thought, never promised myself 
this ! or promised my God this — that I would put 
my hand so vigorously to the plough, and yet look 
back"P 

Look at Saul's good beginning: "There went out 
a band of men whose hearts Ghd had touched" "And 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul when he heard 
this tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly. And 
fo took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and 
tod them throughout all the coasts of Israel by the 
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hands of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not 
forth after Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done unto 
his oxen. And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, 
and they came out with one consent." What promise 
was here for a righteous and God-fearing reign! 
What humility in identifying himself with God's 
prophet ! What modest self-distrust ! What wisdom 
and holy boldness ! With what courage and deter- 
mination did he shoot the arrows of the Lord's 
deliverance ! Yet of him too how truly and sadly 
might it be said, " He shot thrice, and stayed." 

Has it been so with youP You can remember 
vigorous resolves you made after Confirmation per- 
haps, or after some sermons that left deep, piercing 
impressions — the gall of conviction, the wormwood of 
deep, almost agonizing sorrow for sin entered your 
soul. How bitter the tears which you wept over the 
past, and vowed before your Saviour's cross it should 
never be as before it had been. You would come 
to the Sunday-morning Service and to the weekly 
services, and would not be satisfied with a Sabbath 
Day religion: six days all for the world, and one 
day, or the end of one day, for God ! You would 
come and sup with the Lord Jesus at His Holy 
Table ! you would begin family prayers ! And O, 
what a sweet branch did the Lord cast into that 
Marah, that bitter spring of sorrow for you ! and 
you were so happy in the hour when the Lord gave 
you "the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness " As the poet Cowper 
describes the transport of joy of the poor felon, to 
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whom, in the hour of his ghastliest and most un- 
utterable despair, an unlooked-for pardon is brought 
from his sovereign : 
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The warder at the door his key applies, 

Shoots hack the holt, and all his courage dies : 

If then, just then, all thoughts of mercy lost, 

When hope, long lingering, at last yields up the ghost, 

The sounds of mercy pierce his startled ear, 

He drops at once his fetters and his fear : 

A transport glows in all he looks and speaks, 

And the first thankful tears bedew his cheeks. 

Joy far superior, joy that far outweighs 

The comfort of a few poor added days, 

Invades, possesses, and o'erwhelms the soul 

Of him whom hope has with a touch made whole. 

'Tis heaven, all heaven, descends upon the wings 

Of the glad legions of the King of kings." 



But now the Sunday-morning Service misses you, 
the Thursday-evening Service and Prayer Meeting, 
the place at the Lord's Table is a blank. The minis- 
ter weeps over you, God's angels weep ; aye, the 
Lord of angels, the crucified One, and now risen and 
glorified One weeps, as once over Jerusalem: "If 
thou hackt known, even thou at least in this thy day, 
ike things that belong to thy peace; but now they are hid 
from thine eyes ! " Those three times you went, or 
three times three — it matters not which — that was as 
though you shot three times the arrow of the Lord's 
deliverance. You got the Hand of Jesus put on 
your hand, and how strong it made you ! And it 
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seemed as if the Church, which is the body and 
spouse of Christ, were stronger by one faithful and 
devoted added member — one prison-house of Satan 
empty, one captive free ! The cold, icy world, froze 
up the tears of your sorrow, and tears of joy both — 
froze up the clear, fresh watersprings of your joy in 
God! Your hand grew numb, for the Gospel of 
Christ was less felt. The blessed Easter teaching 
about the vivifying, empowering, all-conquering touch 
of the risen Saviour, came to be feeble and languid 
to you ; and some ungodly friend, watching for the 
right opportunity, found it, and told you it was all 
nonsense, infatuation, and hypocrisy — that prayer 
never got further than the bed-side at which you 
uttered it, had no wings to fly heavenwards ; and so 
your prayer ceased to be a pleading and wrestling, 
ceased to have unction, energy, fervour, came to be 
restrained ; some sin came to be indulged again, some 
secret thing that had snugly covered itself up out of 
sight stole out to light again, softly but securely, 
pleaded its cause craftily and skilfully — pleaded as 
doubtless the old Canaanites pleaded with cowardly 
Israelites to be let stay a little while in some out- 
of-the-way retreats, for a little while at least to till 
the ground till Israel had ploughs enough, and keep 
the evil beasts from encroaching : so that sweet sin 
pleaded, and prevailed alas ! for " one swallow (says 
the proverb) does not make a summer/' and thrice 
shooting the arrow of the Lord's deliverance does not 
wholly drive out the Canaanite Anakim, or set Jesus 
once and for ever on the throne of the redeemed and 
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saved heart, with that fall and thorough possession of 
which the Apostle says, " Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ * " 

The prophet was wroth ! Should yon not he rather 
grieved, yea, wroth with yourself, that you were be- 
witched and befooled into losing the things you had 
wrought, instead of receiving a full reward P 

There may be some things you think it fair to 
plead by way of self-justifying— that your character 
is unusually vacillating and shifting, you have not 
the resoluteness and determination of others ! But 
were it not better to be of that spirit of Job when he 
said, " If I justify myself, my own mouth would con- 
demn me : if I say I am perfect, it shall also prove me 
perverse." And then if nature is weak, must grace 
also be weak P If you are weak, is He weak that 
says, " All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth" and "My strength is made perfect in weak" 
ness" f 

Brethren beloved ! how much larger would our 
Sunday School and Bible classes be, and our Mis- 
sionary collections, and how much more joyful and 
hearty our Communion Sundays, how much fuller our 
Choir, if it were not for that Joash character, which 
made the prophet so angry, and should make us so 
very sorry, the thrice shooting and then staying, when 
you should have shot five or six times : " Then 
thouldest thou have smitten Syria till thou hadst con- 
temed it" Those that have been on the thrice- 
shooting system do not know themselves again when 
they are brought, with Christ's Hand on their hand, 
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to the other nobler and better and stronger course of 
shooting five or six times, until Syria is consumed. 

" The people that do know their God shall be strong, 
and do exploits." It is above all difficult to persevere 
in shooting the arrows when the first discharges of 
the arrows have proved to all appearance unsuccessful, 
when the first ardour of sanguine expectation has 
been damped by disappointment. Ah, then it is 
difficult to hope on, and shoot on again and yet again, 
and Satan tells you you are certainly doomed to be 
thwarted and foiled, and the sooner you desist the 
better ! Doubt not, as many as are of such mind, 
that these words are meant to encourage, to give 
friendly, loving counsel, to extend a helpful hand, to 
urge to more vigour, energy, perseverance of action, 
to make the resurrection of Jesus a great living truth 
to you. " Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life." 

In the "Church Missionary Gleaner," (May 1876,) 
there is a touching and interesting account of the 
Chinese Mission at Fuhchou. In eight years and a 
half, three missionaries and the wives of two had 
been removed by sickness and death ; and they were 
then followed by a fourth, who had to learn the 
language afresh, and at the end of the tenth year 
there was not one single blade shooting from the 
barren soil to refresh the husbandman's eye — not one 
convert is recorded. The Home Committee discussed 
the expediency of abandoning Fuhchou. But Mr. 
Smith, on hearing this, made a most earnest appeal 
to be allowed to remain for one year more ; and that 
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very year the fruit so long prayed and waited for 
began to be vouchsafed. A medical (ordained) mis- 
sionary, Mr. Collins, was the instructor employed of 
God to reap the first-fruits. 

Let us consider now what was, in all probability, 
the reason of the prophet's wrath. 

(a) First of all, the king was not a common man, but 
one with a great office entrusted to him, with God's 
sanction and permission, if not His appointment. It 
was a case of a standard-bearer fainting. Like John 
Mark in the first Apostolic journey, who departed from 
the Apostles in Pamphylia, and went not with them 
to the work, (only that he afterwards repented and 
went). We are not likely, any of us, to have such 
a high and conspicuous trust that we might desert, 
as Joash had ; still the parental trust (in its way) is 
as sacred as the kingly ; it tells on fewer souls, it is 
true, but tells more, more forcibly, abidingly; and 
if so be that a father or mother should begin to 
conduct their family in the fear of God, and then 
should become careless about family religion, of home 
order and discipline, then what a blighted, stunted, 
shrunken thing that harvest of home influence would 
beoome ! The prophet's wrath in such a case, too, would 
be just and righteous wrath, would be amply warranted 
by the dying away of so high and goodly a hope. 

(b) He was wroth, too, doubtless because of 
the golden opportunity let go. It was not often 
that Joash could have the prophet's hand on his 
hand, and be directed to shoot; and that without 
my limitation of the blessing, any boundary set to 
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the number of times he might shoot, and ensure the 
victory. Such a time is often a Confirmation time, 
first Communion time — some unusually close dealings 
of God with your soul, strivings of His Spirit ; it has 
seemed to you as if you were anointed with His Holy 
oil ; a sense of deep need, overpowering need, came 
over you ; it was an inexpressible relief to pour out 
your heart in prayer, to shed tears over the past ; it 
was a great joy to talk with those who loved to speak 
of the love of Jesus, and the nearness of your Saviotur 
to your soul made it very full. 

All this is not a tide only, but a spring-tide of very 
unusual blessing ; but the fear is that as in the case of 
Joash, this golden moment and critical hour of life 
may spend itself in feelings ; the fallow ground should 
not be broken up, channels not cut, by which those 
new streams of joy, and love, and refreshment, should 
be turned to good account, and flow forth to heal and 
bless the salt and waste places around you. There is 
the fear lest, like Joash, all this fresh impetus should 
expend itself in two or three vigorous efforts, bespeaking 
great love and determination. Lest all should end 
as the rush of the mountain torrent, swift and im- 
petuous, but empty of result ; those mountain streams 
to which Job compares his friends in the sixth chap- 
ter, where he says at the fifteenth verse, " My brethren 
have dealt deceitfully as a brook, and as the stream of 
brooks they pass away; which are blackish by reason of 
the ice, and wherein the snow is hid : what time they 
wax warm, they vanish : when it is hot, they are con- 
sumed out of their place. The paths of their way are 
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turned aside ; they go to nothing, and perish. The troops 
of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them. 
They were confounded because they had hoped; they came 
thither, and were ashamed." 

So perhaps your minister! your pious parents and 
friends, waited for you to see what work you would do 
for Christ, what little barren spot you would try to 
turn into a little garden of the Lord, what Christian 
cause you would espouse and help onward. And you 
did enter perhaps on some that was chosen for you, 
you did shoot the arrow of the Lord's deliverance, 
but you shot only thrice, not five, six, seven times, and 
the prophet with sorrow and wrath, that rather than 
this, saw frittered those unemployed, sunshine, sum- 
mer hours, of which the wise man says/ 9 " He that 
tleepeth in harvest, is a son that causeth shame." 

(c) The prophet was wroth in the third place because 
it was the arrow of the Lord's deliverance, not of man's, 
and therefore the victory was so sure. In arrows of 
man's deliverance, my Brethren, your enemies can often 
foil you, they are much cleverer and craftier, and more 
persevering, and their resources are often greater. But 
the. Lord's arrows may still be shot and shot again, 
when human strength fails. Yes, amid much bodily 
affliction, mental weakness, changing spiritual frames. 
This remarkably appears in some biographies, such as 
Agnes Jones, Travers Madge, Adolphe Monod, and a 
French preacher whose life I read lately, of whom his 
biographer says, "He obtained ten years more of 
oourage and of efforts across, (£ travers), and in spite 
of his sufferings ; and at this price some of the inspira- 
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tions of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, were given him 
to transmit to men. He may have lived little, (in the 
ordinary sense of the word), but he relieved, helped, 
and comforted souls, and whilst dying left; some words 
of light and fire which will rouse, elevate, and console 
many hearts: so he has done more than the most 
glorious of the children of this world. He has been 
one of those powerful workers, who maintain in the 
midst of the nations the Cross of Christ, and the 
life of God," illustrating the Apostle's words, "So 
then death worketh in us, but life in you." In the pre- 
face of a short work for sufferers, he says, " This work 
has been written, dear sufferer, to console and fortify, 
and distract your mind from its suffering in protracted 
weakness, or slow recovery. Its only recommendation 
to you is this one circumstance, that it had its birth, 
not in an effort of mind and intellect, but in personal 
and prolonged experience of the subject of which it 
treats. That of which it speaks has been suffered 
before it was written.* Ah, dear Brethren, is not that 
one of the secrets of the preciousness of much of the 
Word of God? Those who wrote it, suffered before 
they wrote it. And how many of the arrows of the 
Lord's deliverance have been thus shot, steadily and 
perseveringly, from sick and death-beds like Elisha's. 
Counsels for the work of God, and the spread of the 
Gospel have been conceived and ripened there ; young 
and weak hands, and fearful hearts like Joash's, have 
been made strong because of the Word of God ! Thus, 

* Life of Pereyne. By Gratry. 
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" Out of the eater has come forth meat" " Out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings, God has perfected praise." 
So in a chapter on courage and labour, that French 
preacher says, " It is the soul which carries the body, 
and makes it live and breathe as pleases it. All the 
great passions, passions of glory, of science, even that 
of pleasure, give to the soul this extraordinary power 
oyer the senses. For us Christians there is a passion 
which is bound to possess our souls — that of working 
in this world without truce and without relaxing 
energy, for the coming of the kingdom of God, and for 
the triumph of justice. Such souls don't stop to 
consider sadly whether fatigue increases/ or death 
approaches ; they forget, they give themselves up, and 
consent to lose their lives for the Gospel, to lose this 
life of egotism and frivolous ease, which disfigures and 
degrades the larger part of souls. They find the true 
reward, according tp the Saviour's promise, generous, 
large and fruitful ; even in this world they find their 
recompense in greatness of work, and in unexpected 
abundance of joys. I felt (he says) all my forces bent 
under the burden of a bitterness too great. In this 
anguish I sought succour, but I was alone, no com- 
forter appeared. Then I perceived Thy image, O 
Jesus Christ, the instinct of salvation threw me 
towards it, I grasped it with trembling hand, I fixed 
my weeping countenance on it. The tears of men 
know it. There is between the cross and human grief 
an eternal conformity." 

Lastly. But these are the things which accompany 
salvation — not the very salvation itself. First, for 
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your own souls the arrow of the Lord's deliverance 
must be shot. " That we being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of 
our life." " That as Christ teas raised up from the 
dead by glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life." Baptized you are into the death of 
Jesus; but have you that which alone brings forth 
the full fruit of baptism, which is, Grace reigning 
through righteousness unto eternal life," " Even the 
answer of a good conscience totrnrd God," and that 
answer is the answer to a two-fold question: — Is it 
sprinkled P Is it sanctified P Is there an application 
to my sold of the precious blood of Jesus P Is there 
a further anointing of it by God's Holy Spirit 
into love, and power, and holiness P If so it be, 
assuredly you shall know the power of His Resurrec- 
tion, and smite not two or three times, but shall "smite 
until Syria is consumed.' 



>* 
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THE WITHERING EFFECT OF 
TRUSTING IN MAN. 



Jeremiah xvii. 5, 6. 

" Thus saith the Lord ; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, 
and shall not see when good cometh ; but shall inhabit the 
parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not in- 
habited." 

There are some passages of Holy Scripture whose 
echoes repeat themselves afresh ever and anon through 
the history of the Church and the world. Yes, and 
every thoughtful jjerson finds them continually re- 
echoed in his own private personal history ; so that he 
is continually saying to himself, "How true those 
words are ; " "In what a new and clear light have I 
seen them illustrated to-day ! " " History and experi- 
ence expound and open them up better than any 
expositor or preacher can do." And the text is one 
of those passages ; one thinks of and values it much 
more at fifty years of age than at half that age, because 
observation and experience have grown, have become 
wider and deeper. More and more striking instances 
of its truth have forced themselves upon our attention. 
We are obliged to say, " Let God be true, and every 
man a Mar" 
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Every Israelite was bidden to say "Amen" to 
God's curses first; and then to God's blessings, it 
would seem. And so we are taken in this chapter, as 
so often in Holy Scripture, to the mount of cursing 
first, and the mount of blessing afterward. We see 
in it one great point of difference between the law and 
the prophets ; the law had most to do with outward 
acts of sins ; the prophets dealt more searchingly with 
heart sin. And in the text it is a state of heart which 
is condemned : a state of heart towards which we all 
know our own proneness and liability, if we look into 
our hearts at all. 

"Cursed is the man that trusteth in man." 
Trust belongs to the heart's hidden workings ; and so 
further on ; whose heart departeth from the Lord. 
This was Israel's great sin; all their apostasy and 
adultery from God began here. In Isaiah xvii. and 
xxxi. it is pourtrayed in very affecting touches of 
tenderness as well as sternly-solemn upbraidings. 
Look at chapter xvii. 10, 11 : " Because thou hast 
forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been 
mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou 
plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips : 
in the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in 
the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish : but 
the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief, and of 
desperate sorrow." 

Look again at chapters xxx. and xxxi. : " Woe to 
the rebellious children that take counsel, but not of Me; 
and that cover with a covering, but not of My Spirit, 
that they may add sin to sin : that walk to go down 



79 



into Egypt, and have not asked at My mouth. . . . 
Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their 
horses flesh, and not spirit. . . . They stay on horses, 
and trust in chariots, because they are many ; and in 
horsemen, because they are very strong ; but they look 
not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the 
Lord." 

There is a great mercy connected often with these 
curses ; that, like many other classes of events, they 
cast their shadows before : the shadow of God's curse 
is felt brooding over a man's heart and life, and thus 
he is warned in time, is seasonably rebuked and 
alarmed, and turns to Him from whom his heart hacl. 
revolted and backslidden. This might have been the 
case with Israel. It was not merely that they heard 
the dirge-like tones of the curses, repeated by the 
Levites, pealing and echoing, at certain fixed times, 
from the rocks and peaks of Ebal ; but the voice of 
events was often clearer and louder, more searching 
and startling. Events that happened to them, both of 
mercy and judgment, were full of " Amens " to God's 
curses : the ages " said Amen " and would not hold 
their peace, if Israel itself did. 

They were to learn this lesson for themselves, and 
teach it to others as none else could, because they 
were pledged to God as none else. " The Lord his 
God is with him, and the shout of a King is among 
them." " Israel is My son, My firstborn." " Ye have 
avouched this day the Lord to be your God" The 
choice had been proposed to them in the most solemn 
way possible. A great confirmation had been held, 
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to all and each it had been said! "Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve* 9 and they had deliberately, with 
their lips at least, selected to be on God's side. None 
could read such a lesson as they to the world of the 
truth of God's curse : " Cursed is the man that trusteth 
in man." They trusted in Egypt, and even the Pagan 
Sennacherib could preach to them about that ; taking 
his text from events which had befallen, and saying, 
"Ye trust in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; 
whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand and 
pierce it." 

So against Syria they lent on Assyria, and we know 
how cruelly and disastrously deceived they were in 
that confidence. 

So was it afterwards when they fell away to the 
paganism, the allurements, and the soft blandish- 
ments of Greek art under Antiochus ; and we recollect 
how the Herods courted the alliances of the great iron 
kingdom of Rome, fawned to and flattered the Em- 
perors, sacrificed to Ceesar the things that were God's, 
and they always got in return the same bitter con- 
sequences, the hand pierced through and through with 
the reed they fondly leant on. It always came up 
louder and sadder than ever, " Cursed is the man that 
trusteth in man." Wherever we meet with the Jews, 
any one of them, through the various countries of the 
world, through the centuries from the first to the nine- 
teenth, graven on their foreheads is this text " Cursed 
is the man that trusteth in man." 

"Those poor Jews," we say; ah ! but "my poor 
self," that is the great matter after all. " How is it 
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with me P " " Am I drawing down on myself this 
curse P" 

Let us consider what the simple meaning of the 
words is; and may the good Spirit of God grave 
them on our hearts! as with an iron pen on the rock, 
for ever I 

Cursed is the man — the strong man (in the origi- 
nal) ; the strong, courageous man — expositors say — for 
there is more danger with him. The weak naturally 
lean — it is less hard for them to be dependent ; but 
where there is strength of one's own or of others' to 
start with, or wealth, wit, and wisdom, quickness, 
fertility of resource, a long course of success to look 
back on, to prop and bolster oneself up with, in such 
case it is harder to cease from man, and to wait still 
upon God. 

So the sense of the text will be much the same as 
of that other. Jeremiah ix. 23 : "Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich mom glory in his 
riches. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lord 
which execute loving-kindness, judgment, and righteous- 
ness in the earth." 

In one sense we all have to trust in man ; children 
in parents, friend in friend, men of property in bailiffs 
and stewards, men of business in head clerks and 
head servants. Our life could never get on without 
it — we should accomplish nothing ; nay more, if we 
could trust nobody it would be folly to start any 
project, all spirit and courage would be damped. It 

6 
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is true that the many disappointments we have about 
persons and things we leant on make us less trustful 
than we were as we grow older — less trustful of others 
and of ourselves ; yet trust we must and do, to the 
very last. No one could tolerate the wretched isola- 
tion involved in a general and universal distrust. 
What kind of trust is it, then, that is condemned and 
accursed here? The after-words explain it — "that 
maketh flesh his arm, and his heart departeth from the 
Lord." It is, then, when we place the same kind 
and degree of trust in man which we should repose in 
God — when man makes man his chief or sole trust. 
A man's arm is his strength, if he is a man indeed, 
and to make flesh one's arm is to count it one's chief 
source of strength. The song which God's people 
sing, the spirit they are of, is the very opposite. " In 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." "In the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength." " With Him 
is an arm of flesh (said Hezekiah of Sennacherib) 
but with us is the Lord our God to fight our battles. 
And the people rested themselves upon the words of 
, Hezekiah, king of Judah." There were the two 
arms to choose between : the one, Seimacherib, the 
arm of flesh; and the other of which the prophet said, 
" To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? " And he 
goes on to describe the apparent weakness and the 
really all-sufficient almighty strength pf that same 
arm : " Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows ; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted." The same arm of which the 
Psalmist said, "Thou hast a mighty arm : " and to Him, 
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because of His undertaking the great covenant surety- 
ship and mediatorial engagements for us, the Holy 
Father said, u My hand shall hold Sim fast, and My 
arm shall strengthen Him." To Him He said it ; to 
Him the Church prays in Isaiah, " Lord, we have 
waited for Thee : be Thou their arm every morning." 

Every morning ; how suggestive and encouraging a 
thought it is ! Is it not this that makes us such 
weak Christians — an arm of flesh leant upon one 
moment, the arm of the Lord the next? Does it 
not put you often to shame, make you indignant with 
yourselves, as you think, " So many lessons I have 
had, such experiences of the folly of putting such 
boundless confidence in man, of counting him such a 
pillar of strength, and yet I have done the very same 
thing, and reaped this smart, and pang, and loss P 
" Know, therefore, and see that it is an evil thing and 
bitter that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and 
that My fear is not in thee, saith the Lord of hosts" 

There are three ways, says an old writer, in which 
we may make flesh our arm : 

(a) By sitting down in a faithless, sullen, discon- 
tent and despair, when we see no second causes, no 
human means available, no worldly prop to support. 

(b) By rising up in a carky, fretting confidence, 
when we see sufficient human help. 

(e) When we ascribe the glory of our good to it, 
sacrificing to our own net. 

In all these three shapes the Lord reproves His 
people in the Prophets for making flesh their arm, and 
for this departure of heart from the Lord. 

o 2 
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It began usually in the first of these three shapes — 
in the giving up all for lost, when human resources and 
appliances were not at hand and in sight. " They 
limited the Holy One of Israel. They remembered not 
Sis hand, nor the day when He delivered them from 
the enemy." " Can God furnish a table in the wilder- 
ness? Can He give bread also? Can He provide 
flesh for His people ? " 

It was a hard schooling that Israel underwent in 
their desert wanderings in order to learn this lesson — 
{hat in the absence of human helps and resources 
God was all-sufficient. "He humbled thee, and suffered 
thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou 
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know ; that He 
might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
qf God doth man live." 

Hence, St. James speaks of the poor of this world 
as chosen to be rich in faith ; often left so helpless and 
resourceless as regards human help ; driven to great 
straits and necessities — yet fully assured they shall be 
provided for. " Jehovah Jireh," the Lord will see to 
it. That difficult lesson Abraham learnt on Mount 
Moriah under one of the sharpest and severest dis- 
ciplines that faith was ever exposed to, the result of 
which entitled him to that distinguished honour which 
God's grace assigned him — to be called " The Father 
of the Faithful;" " The Friend of God;" "All the 
nations of the world shall be blessed through him." All 
this grace the reward of that grace which made him 
the man he was in that extreme, desperate, remediless 
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condition, every arm of flesh withered and paralysed, 
then making God his arm. 

Some here to-night may know what this is — to 
be in great extremity of difficulty, whether of mind, 
body, or estate ; your path is so intricate and perplexed 
that there seems no escape at all : " I looked on my 
right hand and beheld, but there was no man that would 
know me ; refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul." 

If you could but see an arm of flesh somewhere, 
some prop or pillar to lean on ; but you have turned 
everything over, sought counsel of all your friends, but 
have found them, like Job's, " miserable comforters/' 
willing enough, but quite powerless ; or, if not now 9 
you can remember such times of which you can say, 
"I should utterly have fainted, but that I believed verily 
to zee the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living." 
Providences were so dark, so inexplicable, that you 
could only suppose God's face was hidden, as from 
the Church in Babylon, — u Thou hast covered Thyself 
with a cloud that our prayer should not pass through." 
Like those poor miners yon have been reading of — 
such a depth of rock as would take many days to 
bore through, no food, no light, deep waters, and those 
scarcely drinkable, encircling them about ; and when 
the diluted milk was passed to them through a tube 
they did not discern it, nor know what it was so as to 
drink it. So unrecognised often are the most loving 
providences. The Queen's telegram was kind, com- 
forting, full of truest motherly kindness and condescen- 
sion, but it could not bore through the rocks nor give 
them food. 
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Few men have so lived upon God as they did, and 
had their sinking frames so sustained by bread from 
heaven as they had. They preached us a blessed and 
useful sermon out of that coal-mine, which English 
homes will not soon forget in hours of darkness and 
human helplessness. That same spirit makes the 
great Rutherford's works so valuable and instructive 
and helpful to God's suffering servants, which those 
last words express so welly as paraphrased by the 
Christian poet : — 



<t 



With mercy and with judgment 
My web of time He wove, 

And aye, the dews of sorrow 
Were lustred with His love. 



" 111 bless the hand that guided, 
m bless the heart that planned, 
When throned where glory dwelleth 
In Emmanuel's land." 



Christ sends those men to a high mission in His 
Church, makes them some of the most honoured 
office-bearers in it, whom He plunges into such deep 
waterfloods, leads through such fiery furnaces, and 
enables them to glorify Him in the fires, and to say, 
as Jeremiah did when utterly unable to reconcile and 
harmonise God's directions with the outward course 
of His providences, "Ah, Lord God, behold Thou 
hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great 
power, and stretched-out arm ; and there is nothing too 
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hard for Thee. Thou showed loving kindness unto 
thousands, and reeompensest the iniquity of the fathers 
into the bosom of their children after them; the Or eat, 
tike Mighty God, the Lord of Hosts is His name, 
Great in counsel, and Mighty in work" 

Yet, after all, it is in the lesser and more ordinary 
difficulties of life that our faith is most often tried and 
tested, not in overwhelming and desperate extremities. 
Are you not rebuked as you think how you have 
suffered little frets and worries of life-not great 
extremities, but common anxieties and difficulties — 
to sink you down to the level of those that make 
flesh their arm, instead of rising to the calm, even, 
serene composure of those whose arm is the Everlasting 
arm P " Or let him take hold of My strength, that he 
may make peace with Me, and he shall make peace with 
Me." 

It is not their faithlessness in particular, great, 
signal instances of human extremity, for which the 
Lord reproves His people here, but for the spirit they 
were of as a whole ; this was come to be their 
habitual character, now depressed, now full of ex- 
ultation, as the arm of flesh was full in sight or no, 
as the human support could be felt or not — as if God 
went for nothing. 

So it was, and so it must be, with you and me until 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus is understood as 
giving a solid basis and reality for our faith and 
hope to build on ; or if not understood, yet the power 
of it at least realized ; as we saw in Hebrews xiii. 20, 
"Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
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dead our Lord Jems, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do His will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever." 
St. Peter, in the first chapter of his first epistle, is 
very strong on that point. After speaking of " the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot," he says : " Who verily was fore- 
ordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you, who by Him do 
believe in God that raised Him up from the dead and 
gave Him glory, that your faith and hope might be 
in God." And again, "He hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead." That "arm of flesh," conscious though you 
be of its weakness, painful and oft-repeated though 
the proofs of its weakness be, yet will be leant on to 
the end as the only substantial thing you know, until 
you are raised with a risen Christ to the new world 
of that faith which is " the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen." 

You that are Christian workers, do you not know 
what it is to feel hampered and distressed with this 
proneness to lean on an arm of flesh P to let outward 
circumstances depress and disconcert over much ; to 
labour well and faithftdly when smiles and encourage- 
ments await you, when feelings are warm and ani- 
mated, when you have kind, sympathizing helpers, 
when »the work is recognized and appreciated; and, 
in the absence of these, to fall far short of faithful- 
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ness P Is not often some such prayer as this on our 

lipsP 

" could we but relinquish all 
Our earthly props, and simply fell 
On Thine Almighty arms." 

Jabez's prayer seems to express this calm, still resting. 
I saw a striking illustration of this in a little tract, — 
" I can't let go." A ship is foundering, and a youth 
is hanging by a rope. The sailors in a boat beneath 
cry to him to let go and drop into the arms ready 
to receive him beneath. But his heart failed him. 
What if he should miss the boat, and drop into the 
sea instead of into the stretched-out arms beneath P 
He made as though he would have gone back. Still 
louder sound the cries from beneath, "Let go the 
rope;" but there he hangs, and the idea that he 
could not let go seemed to have taken hold of him. 
At last, as danger increased, the loud but kindly 
voices from beneath overcame his fear and distrust. 
He did let go, and without effort fell into the strong 
arms waiting to receive him. 

Again, have not some of you given up the Lord's 
Supper, and other once valued means of grace, because 
some minister you were partial to is gone, or some 
friend that accompanied you once cannot go with you 
any more, or some counsellor and adviser you valued 
is not by your side P Was it not making flesh your 
arm, though you knew it not P Sometimes He does 
give just the pastors you like and the friends you find 
helpful, and sometimes He does not, that He may 
prove you and see what is in your heart, and make 



•\ 



90 



you know yourselves the better. He wants you to 
listen to Him when He says, " Or let him take hold 
of My strength/' — let go the rope. 

Even the Apostles themselves, while they knew the 
Lord in His human flesh only, and leant upon that, 
were making flesh their arm too much. It was ex- 
pedient for them therefore that He should go away. 
" Though we have known Christ after the fleshy yet now 
henceforth know we Him no more." He had told them 
this Himself about Himself, " What and if ye shall 
see the Son of man ascend up where He was before ?" 
And they seemed cowering, timid creatures for a while 
when that presence was withdrawn, till the Pente- 
cost came, and all was changed — their faith and hope 
took substance, and u with great power they gave 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus." "There- 
fore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
He hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear" 
Firmness and constancy of conviction is a rare grace ; 
it need not be rare if only the power of a risen Christ 
were realized. A great writer says, in recording the 
death of a great and good man, "You need not 
despair that the battalion of disinterested and faithful 
souls is so inconsiderable in this world, even among 
those who have a common faith in God and His 
Christ. It always has been so; so it will be to 
the end* The greater part of men are feeble and 
irresolute — they yield to the flood which at any given 
moment is carrying the world away with it. Im- 
movable, inflexible certainty resides only where hearts 
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are deeply moved, moulded, and tempered by the 
Hand ti God. But (says he) whatever be the 
modesty with which we judge ourselves, we must 
aim at least at this end, to be men of pure, firm, 
disinterested convictions, and to remind ourselves 
often of that fine word of St. Paul, ' For our rejoicing 
is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conversation in the 
world, and more abundantly to you-ward.' " 

But then we must say a word as to the opposite to 
this depressed, despondent state, which is the ex- 
ultation, the over- weening flush of confidence when 
you have an arm of flesh to lean on. How often are 
even God's faithful servants reproved for this ! Thus 
to Baruch: " Seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not." So even to the faithful Isaiah, a very 
type of the Lord Jesus in his faithfulness : " Say ye 
not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people 
shall say, A confederacy : neither fear ye their fear, 
nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hosts Himself; 
and let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread. 99 

Have you not found it hard to avoid running 
whither the current of popular fashion runs P— hard 
not to be attracted by what is described as exquisitely 
beautiful, sweetly impressive ; elaborate in its music, 
in the rich colouring of its vestments; crowds of 
worshippers so reverent and exact in their postures ; 
much that is admirable in what is said ; the round 
of uninterrupted services, and the rest : and so, in 
the whirl and fascination of this, you forget that 
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truth is at stake — you forget that of the Judaizers 
(whose spirit was very much that of our modern 
Ritualists) St. Paid hesitated not to say, " Though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed." You forget that you are called to 
"please Him who has called you to be a soldier ; " to 
plant your feet on simple gospel truth ; to bear your 
own strong, independent, unswerving witness ; not to 
say, "It makes very little difference," because you 
hear others say so, but to "holdfast the form of sound 
words ; " to " keep that good thing committed to you" 
to keep it by the Holy Spirit " which dwelleth with 
you and shall be in you." 

"I think much less than I did, (says Richard 
Baxter), of great names and great books." Is not this 
one of the hardest temptations to resist in this place, 
yet is it not in the teeth of our text? "Herbert 
Spencer, or the Duke of Somerset, or Bradlaugh, has 
written a new book against the Bible or Christianity, 
and such men think a good deal about it ; and some 
sensation and excitement is awakened. " There must 
be something in it," you are tempted to say. " Truths 
that are set so lightly by, spoken of with such an air 
of triumph and self-satisfaction, as exploded, con- 
demned as having got their death-blow, must have 
some radical defect." Here again you are in imminent 
peril of making flesh your arm, not so much of deny- 
ing truth perhaps in so many words, but of not hold- 
ing it so as to be upheld by it, to find it a powerful 
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restraint from evil, and constraint to what is high, 
holy, and Christ-like. 

If you are not much of reasoners, or fear to be 
overborne by more plausible reasoning than your own, 
have you no marks whereby to judge between the 
true and the false P 

Does not St. John say, " Try the spirits whether 
they are of God ? " Does he not tell us that truth is 
distinguished by its victory over the world; by its 
bringing men to walk in the light, the light of holi- 
ness ; by the Divine love it awakens to God and to God's 
people ; by the walk of simplicity, honesty, straight- 
forwardness, faithfulness ; by the clear inward witness 
which accompanies it when embraced in the heart : 
of the cleansing from sin, and its pardon: of the 
adoption to be children : of being growingly brought 
into fellowship and communion with God : the hope 
of being like Him and seeing Him as He is. Besides, 
the joy and satisfaction arising from this, as if he 
would say, " If the word does not shine with a self- 
evident and soul-convincing light, so as to give you 
solid satisfaction ; if that is not evidence enough for 
you ; if the witness of Christ's Holy Catholic Church 
from the beginning, handing down the apostolic 
records and monuments of old struggles and victories, 
is not sufficient ; then add the moral evidence : the 
moral fruits side by side; compare the fruits of 
genuine gospel teaching with any other : match me 
such if you can. 

Forget not, in conclusion, the secret of this undue 
depression on the one hand, and this false over- 



94 



weening trust on the other, " the heart departing from 
the Lord." 

In opposition to this, " It is good for me to draw 
nigh to God" "Lo, they that are far from Thee shall 
perish" 

And St. James also, "Draw nigh to God, and He will 
draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and 
purify your hearts, ye double-minded; " ye that try to 
reconcile the arm of flesh with the power that comes 
from holding fast by God. There is this difficulty. 
Intercourse with the world is made for you, you can't 
avoid this. Intercourse with God you have to cul- 
tivate for yourselves by devotional habits, devotional 
exercises, steadily, habitually maintained. Oh, if 
there are any of you here that have forgotten your God, 
have backslidden, looked back, gone like the prodigal 
son into a far country, far from the Father's house, 
and your heart's bitter regrets tell themselves out in 
such words as Job's, " Oh, that J were as in months 
past, as in the days when God preserved me, when His 
candle shined upon my head, and when by His light I 
walked through darkness; as I was in the days of my 
youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle" 

" Thus," saith the Lord, " I remember thee, the kind- 
ness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou 
wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that was 
not soum" But you have abandoned and forsaken 
Him. The world's glare and glitter seemed for a time 
to do for the shining of God's candle, other com- 
panionships instead of the secret of the Lord. But 
now He has broken your false confidences, you feel 
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t this departure from your God is an unnatural 
lg, for there is a true and deep kindred between 
soul and God. It was an alliance that belonged 
the very first creation of man, and in his new 
ition it is restored again: "If any man be in 
rist, he is a new creature; old things are passed 
vy, and all things are become new." He is " renewed** 
Treated after the image of Him that created him, the 
) Author of the first and new creation. Near- 
is to God then, clinging close to Him, fellowship 
h Him, this is in the truest sense natural. And it 
ielightful therefore. Departure from Him is un- 
;ural, therefore misery and wretchedness. "He 
an to be in want; 99 of course he did; his staff of 
> was uot there. The husks were for the swine ; 
d's bread is the food of God's children. 

" Bread of heaven, on Thee we feed." 

; what a poor, pitiable object Samson, the mightiest 
men, became when he leaned on an arm of flesh ; 
i see how he became more than Samson — stronger 
in the strong — when in penitence and contrition he 
d himself low before his God, and became strong in 
3 Lord : " So the dead which he slew at his death 
re more than they which he slew in his life 99 "Alas, 
ster, what shall we do ? " said Elisha's servant, and 
leed it was a poor prospect for them ! the arm of 
sh was all against him, and it was strong and 
posing ; " Elisha said, Open the eyes of these men 
it they may see.' 9 
" He went away sorrowful, for he had great posses- 
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sums" Why sorrowful P Were not his great posses- 
sions enough to comfort him against sorrow P Nay, 
verily, for it was an unnatural choice — he was carry- 
ing away with him the curse of him " that mdketh 
flesh his arm, and his heart departeth from the Lord" 
" Will you also go away t" says the Saviour. What 
anguish does that question raise ! But you will 
have sometimes to walk alone ; Christian friends will 
not understand you ; you will be very solitary but for 
the Master's own presence ; you will be misconstrued, 
found fault with, reproached ; so far as the world is 
concerned* you will feel around and feel only darkness. 
But what matter if the Everlasting arms are under- 
neath? "J heme made, and I will bear; even I mil 
carry, and will deliver you" As you read the Word 
in the light of the Spirit, that which is holy, heavenly, 
and godlike will come to seem true and real and 
substantial, and the world visionary, unstable, and 
unreliable; departure from God will seem the most 
terrible, the most hell-like thing possible ; your cry 
will become more fervent, — " send out Thy light and 
Thy truth ; let them lead me ; let them bring me unto 
Thy holy hill and to Thy tabernacles" " Take heed 
then, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief in departing from the living God" 
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THE SPIRIT OF 
GRACE AM) SUPPLICATION. 



Zech. xii. 10. 

" And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of suppli- 
cations : and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one moumeth for 
his only son, and shall he in bitterness for Him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his firstborn." 

Thb season of Lent, if rightly understood, is very 
useful and profitable. 

It enquires of us/ and leads us to enquire of our- 
selves, what the depth of our sorrow for sin is ; what 
our longing and striving after holiness is; how far 
pardon through the atoning blood of Jesus is a realized 
fact, so that we may have entrance into the Holiest 
through that blood. Well may we praise God that 
that Holy Society to which we belong — the Church of 
Christ — invites to this deep soul-searching, this holy 
reverent fear before our God. 

There are some who think they can do very well 
without Lent, either because they think that no 
special time is needed — they can always repent — or 
they think themselves of those ninety and nine just 
persons who need no repentance — or they think that 
having been purged from their old sins, there was 
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embraced in that the forgiveness of all sins to come, 
and forget that being washed, they yet have need to 
wash their feet, to be cleansed of daily pollution in 
the same fountain which purged away their first 
defilement. 

All these paths are old indeed, old as our fallen 
human nature is, but not of those paths of which the 
prophet says, "Stand ye in the ways, and ask for the old 
paths, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls." I trust that some of the thoughts suggested 
to us by the Holy Spirit in connexion with this great 
repentance described in our chapter, may be of use in 
shewing us what true repentance is, and what its 
source ; in bringing us to feel our need of it ; and the 
happy results which accompany and follow it. 

The passage itself is an affecting one ; its force has 
been continually recognized afresh, and its reviving 
influences felt in the Church of Christ. "Would that 
we, dear Brethren, might all feel it at this season. 

Two points must be noticed in starting : 

I. Though its main features are universally appli- 
cable — and applicable to all seasons of national and 
individual repentance — yet all through this passage 
there is one great special day spoken of; a day which 
the Holy Spirit sets a mark against, and signalizes by 
pointing His finger to it, verse after verse, over and 
over again. " In that day" — in that day, the Holy 
Spirit says nine times at least, followed in chap. xiv. 
by another day — probably, as the events of it are in 
many respects very different. 

It is quite clear that the day so often called " that 
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day " by the Holy Spirit, so minutely and graphically 
described, has not come as yet in any Ml or literal 
sense, and that of itself seems sufficient to satisfy any 
simple and faithful student of Holy Scripture that that 
day has yet to come — that it is a portion of unfulfilled 
prophecy, most certainly to be fulfilled. Those Christ- 
ians who cannot bring themselves to believe that there 
is any blessed and glorious restoration time in store for 
the Jew after the flesh, can hardly have noticed the 
minute and distinct and emphatic reiteration with 
which the Word of God causes the light of many 
other days to converge in " that day" as in the focus 
of a burning glass — to fix if possible, the thoughtless 
and inattentive reader, and bring him to say, " These 
events are truly of God's deepest and surest mysteries, 
oracles most reverently to be received." 

II. This is one of those remarkable passages of 
the Old Testament in which the doctrine of the 
Blessed Trinity is, if not clearly revealed, at least 
shadowed forth and intimated by significant notices and 
allusions. As in that passage in Isa. briii. : " Where 
is He that brought him up out of the sea with the Shep- 
herd of His flock t where is He that put His Holy 
Spirit within him* 9 And so here in v. 8, " He that is 
feeble among them in' that day shall be as David, and 
the house of David shall be as Qod, as the angel of the 
Lord before them." 

" As God> as the angel of the Lord" — to what one 
personage are we warranted to apply that double 
description, but to Him to whom Hosea also ascribed 
both titles jointly in one and the same verse, chap. 
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xii. 3, 4. " He had power with Qod, yea, he had power 
over the angel, and prevailed : he wept, and made suppli- 
cation unto him : he found him in Bethel, and there he 
spake with us" And this is followed immediately by 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit ; and these passages 
are very noticeable, illustrating to us the harmony of 
the Old and New Testament doctrines, and enabling 
us to find traces of a gradually progressive discovery 
of the nature of God, as He would disclose and more 
perfectly manifest Himself when Jesus Christ appeared 
to be " the Author of eternal salvation to all them that 
obey Him" 

Having just touched on these points, which are too 
important in their bearing on the passage to be passed 
over, let us ask for grace that the great subject of the 
text may touch our hearts and awaken our consci- 
ences! 

"We find here some very profitable teaching on the 
source and the marks of true repentance, whether in 
individuals or in the nation : 

I. This source is beautifully recognized in our 
Lenten Collect, " Create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts/' then if it is created in us, the source 
of it is God. 

One might have supposed that a time of great re- 
stored national prosperity, national health and strength, 
such as is described in the verses before the text, 
would only have tended to increase and intensify the 
alienation and apostasy of Israel's heart from God — 
made the barrier higher and broader between Israel 
and God ; and we know well how often this id the 



101 



case ; but it will not be so, we find, " in that day : " 
that "one day known to the Lord." The strength 
given will be God's strength, very different from 
common strength, else it would not be said, " the house 
of David shall be as God" So in conquests over ene- 
mies, it will be like Jehoshaphat's good old days, when 
Jahaziah said in the Spirit of the Lord to the king 
and the whole congregation: "Be not afraid, nor 
dismayed by reason of this great multitude, the battle is 
not yours, but God's — stand ye still and see the salvation 
of the Lord with you" It will be just then, at that 
day, " I mil pour out" saith the Lord, " the Spirit of 
grace and supplication" God is the Author, then, of 
repentance : all begins with the God and Father of us 
all. Jesus Christ is not come to hide the Father, but 
to rental Him, " neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal Sim" 
Never does the Spirit come, but out of the deep heart 
yearnings of God, for the prodigal's return, to fill the 
gap made in the long-forgotten home. " I said, Sow 
shall I put thee among the children?" " Return, ye 
backsliding children, and I will heal your backslid- 
ings" 

II. What rich and royal bounty is here ; not, " I 
will send, or will carefully measure out and economi- 
cally distribute," but " I will pour." hardened, 
reckless sinner ! worldling, that hast chosen the 
soul-withering drought and thirsty barrenness of this 
desert world, lift thine eyes and look at the heart of 
God as it is disclosed here, out of every vail which 
perplexing, bewildering providences seem to cast over 
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His never-failing ordering of things in the world — 
dark mysteries of human life, unaccountable differences 
of lot between race and race, rank and rank, man and 
man ; yet look and see here the heart of God — the 
fulness of it, " I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of 
grace and supplication." Say not, " 0, but this is for 
the house of David;" for saith not the Apostle, 
"Now all these things happened unto them for en- 
samples, and were written for our admonition . . . that 
we through patience, and comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have hope " ? 

III. If we ask what it is that is poured, we find, 
" I will pour the Spirit of grace and of supplication 99 
more fully explained in Isa. xliv. 3, " I will pour 
water on him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry 
ground," and the Lord Himself identifying Himself, 
as by reason of oneness of nature He could not but 
do, with the author of this prophecy, " If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. 99 Hence He is 
called the Hand of the Lord, the Arm of the Lord, 
what my hand does, I do — what my arm does, I do ; 
and so what God's Arm does, He does. The Spirit 
is called here, among the various titles He bears, "The 
Spirit of grace and supplication, 99 or of suppliant cries 
for grace ; for when grace comes, more grace is earn- 
estly sought, whence it is said, " grace for grace. 99 If 
even but little is drunk at this fountain-head of grace, 
the thirst ever grows and is ever encouraged to grow, 
as in Ps. xxxvi., " They shall be abundantly satisfied 
with the fatness of Thy house ; and Thou shatt make 
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them drink of the rwer of Thy pleasures. For with 
Thee is the fountain of life." 

We find some that are apt to confound outward 
prosperity-a thriving family, a flourishing business- 
with grace ; but this passage, like many others, shews 
how wholly distinct these things are. Israel, in that 
great day, shall be triumphant over ite enemies- 
shall surpass in strength and glory all other peoples, 
shall have great mercies and favours showered upon 
it ; but that is not grace in the true sense — the only 
sense worthy of the name. This grace is " the Spirit 
of grace/ 9 i.e. y the entrance of the Holy Ghost into 
the soul, to shed forth God's free mercy there — His 
awakening, pardoning, sanctifying, empowering, en- 
abling grace ; that " grace of God which bringeth 
salvation/ 9 that gift of which the Lord said, " If thou 
knewest the gift of God" the gift which is worthiest 
of His giving, which we are neediest of receiving. 

Have you come, dear Brethren, to make this your 
daily prayer — never omitted, whatever else you omit 
— this prayer for your Father's best gift — His great 
promise — the central star in the duster of covenant 
blessings, " the Spirit of grace and supplication." You 
may know that you have the Spirit of grace, by the 
suppliant cries for grace that He awakens and 
suggests, what St. Paul calls " intercessions . . . with 
groanings" — with untterable groanings. You cannot 
really have got grace except you are crying out of 
the inmost depths of your soul for more grace. The 
Apostle tries to draw you to this when he says, "He 
giveth more grace." 
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Towards the beginning of the Reformation in 
Germany, we have a very striking instance of this, 
helping to teach us, in a truly solemn way, what was 
the great source of that mighty movement which 
woke up all Europe, and which has gone on for three 
centuries, spreading itself over all lands. 

" At Leipsic, in the Palace of the Pleissenberg, on 
June 27th, 1519, a great discussion was to take 
place, on the issues of which the spiritual history of 
kingdoms might hang. Many were gathered together 
on that day, a few who had found the light, others 
in resolute blindness, and a large number of earnest 
men just beginning to entertain the idea, in the 
depths of their souls, that possibly they had hitherto 
been all wrong — that the Church had been wrong, 
that all Europe had been wrong. These last knew 
not what to think — they were perplexed, they were 
afraid ; the unconscious cry of their troubled hearts 
was for light But how and whence is that light to 
come they cannot tell. Shall they return to their 
old darkness, or shall they emerge into new light? 
They were the representatives of thousands through- 
out Europe. 

"Ere the discussion began, the old Hymn, Veni 
Creator Spiritus — 'Come, Holy Spirit/ — was sung 
solemnly — the whole assembly kneeling down, as if 
joining in the cry which that Hymn embodied. Three 
times over was it sung, as if to express the greatness 
of the need then felt, and the strength of the desire 
for other help than that of man — whether prince or 
priest. Three times over, from that palace-hall on 
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earth 9 there went up to the Throne in heaven the cry, 
' Come, Holy Spirit/ from men who but imperfectly 
understood what they were asking for. And this 
was one of the many groanings which could not be 
uttered that then rose up from weary souls, sick of 
the hollow forms of superstition, and looking around 
and upward for something to fill their emptiness, and 
to give rest in their weariness. Who can say how 
many of the blessings of after years and ages may be 
traced to such cries as these P " 

IV. Next we have given us in our text another 
and a sure sign of the workings of the Spirit of grace : 
" They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for Him," etc. 

"We come here to what we may call the great 
message of the text, — that the Spirit of grace directs 
the gaze of the soul which He indwells to a pierced 
and crucified Saviour ; not only does the cross cease 
to be an offence, but it is the chiefest — nay, what St. 
Paul calls the only ground of glorying. After so 
many long, long centuries of rejecting, blaspheming, 
cursing the Nazarine, the crucified One, the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, the house of David, will be set 
once again face to face with the cross, not as once — 
when it is written, " The people stood beholding," — 
a gaze of indifference, wonder, contempt, hatred, for 
the most part, but a gaze of penitence and faith, 
which never comes but when God's Holy Spirit has 
freed and cleansed and brightened the spiritual eye- 
sight. Probably St. Paul referred to this text when 
he said, (2 Cor. iii. 16, 17), " When it shall turn to 
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the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. Now the Lord 
is that Spirit." So here, they shall look steadfastly, 
intelligently, believingly. They shall confess — confess 
with shame and contrition what they now indig- 
nantly repudiate, that they crucified their own true 
Messiah; shall admit the charge laid at their door 
by St. Peter, "Him, being delivered by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain" and like 
those converted under the first Apostolic sermon, being 
pricked in their heart, shall say, " Men and brethren, 
what shall we do ? " All other great days of atone- 
ment will meet in this greatest one ; all Pentecosts 
find their climax in this. We read of great men, 
sometimes reserved and silent as to home relations 
and early recollections, to whom in life's closing 
hours the thought of a mother comes back to their 
mind, the name, "Mother," comes on their lips. 
Thud, at the close of the life of the great and 
wondrous nation of the Jews, the seed of Abraham, 
the thought of their elder brother, the Nazarene, the 
scoffed at, the stumbled at, despised Nazarene, will 
come back, but O how differently from the past ! He 
that was set for their fall shall now be for their rising. 
The high barrier, the thick dark wall which blocked 
up their way to Him, and hid their eyes from Him, shall 
be razed to the ground, never to be built again. God- 
less they have not been, but fatherless they have been, 
in the best sense. Now they will say, " In Tfiee the 
fatherless findeth mercy" So what seemed to them 
the saddest, most shocking and shameful sight once, 
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will be crowned with honour, the most heartbreaking 
indeed to themselves, but to Christ and God most 
glorious, — as in a dissolving view the dreariest, ghast- 
liest, barrenest winter scene becomes the softest, fresh- 
est, most verdant spring scene, all nature breaking 
forth in an exultant voice and most radiant smile of 
joy and beauty; only that here is no mere picture, 
no mere unveiling of a statue, but a recognition and 
heart-reception of a most solid though long denied 
truth, a great transaction of their souls with the soul 
of Jesus, a coming out of death to life; as when 
Joseph could refrain himself no longer, and cried, 
" Cause every man to go out from me; and there stood 
no man with him while Joseph made himself known to 
his brethren. And Joseph said unto his brethren, I 
am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt." 

Many great and affecting recognitions there have 
been in the world after long absences, but what 
recognition ever approached in solemnity and im- 
pressiveness to this ! Yet there is nothing dramatic 
in the way in which it is described here, no mere 
tear of sentiment to be brushed away and forgotten, 
but as simple as it is touching, " They shall look upon 
Me whom they have pierced, and shall mourn for Him, 
as one mournethfor his only son, and shall be in bitter- 
ness for Sim, as one that is in bitterness for his first- 
born" Suoh a new and strange ingraffing shall there 
be of the long-severed branches. 

Y. And surely this is one of the great thoughts 
which Lent is intended to bring to mind, one of the 
great purposes whioh the Church of Christ hoped and 
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intended that the services of this sacred season should 
keep in view — the soul's recognition in brokenness of 
spirit of a long unknown and forgotten Saviour, the 
discovery of a nearness, an ownness of relation to Him 
which was never suspected or realized before; that 
gaze, that had long been set selfwards and worldwards, 
so turned about by the Blessed Spirit of grace, that it 
is fixed Christwards — the crosswards. For He works 
most often by means, though not bound to them, 
and so seasons and services, observed in simplicity, 
obedience, spirituality, childlike faith, and patient 
waiting, are often made very helpful towards making 
sin — secret or open — appear very sinful, loathsome, 
defiling, making it appear to be a very piercing of 
Jesus, and a crucifying of Him afresh, and a "putting 
Him to an open shame," because " He gave Himself for 
us thai He might redeem us from all iniquity ; " and 
yet we have greedily indulged the very sins from 
which He died to redeem and purify us, and we knew 
and admitted it, and yet went and did them, and put 
His cross behind our backs; and when the Good 
Spirit opens the eye of faith to see it, and to see how 
much you had to do with it, then it breaks you, and 
Job's confession of sin just suits you,—" I have heard 
of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
seeth Thee ; therefore I abhor myself and repent in 
dust and ashes" 

This is one of the great and mighty works of the 
Spirit of God. He points the arrow of conviction 
inwards, right home upon the heart, especially the sore 
point of the heart ; He draws forth the bitter cry of 
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penitence— "Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in Thy sight; 99 it is I that have 
pierced my Saviour, I am guilty of those "wounds 
with which He was wounded in the house of His 
friends; 99 He gave me a seal to keep, a covenant 
seal of sonship and adoption, and I threw it in the 
mire, I soiled it and tarnished it — " Woe is me, for I 
am undone, I am a man of unclean lips 99 Yes, these 
sins of mine were as the hammer that drove deeper 
the nails ; these hands of mine are embrued in that 
sacred blood ; that marred form and visage I helped 
to mar by my hardness of heart, backslidings, incon- 
sistencies, my idolatry of the world and self. I see 
now (as Joseph's brethren did in the case of their 
brother) I see now the anguish that filled His soul 
when He spake to me and I would not hear. 

Can this be grace, (we are ready to ask), to shut 
us up so to this conviction of sin : this distress and 
anguish : this shame and confusion : this shuddering 
and trembling P To make the curse and the guilt sit 
so heavily upon us P Can this mourning ever agree 
with the exhortation to "Rejoice in the Lord 
alway" P 

I do not expect to be able to shew you how those 
two agree well and harmonize, but I am sure the 
Spirit of God can. It underlies the whole teaching of 
the Bible, that, by the way of the curse, is the path to 
the blessing; it is according as the weight of the 
curse is felt, as the burden of wrath is felt intolerably 
heavy and oppressive, as the soul sinks under a sense 
of its demerit, that the relief, the refreshment, the 
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uplifting of the head, the peace, yea, the joy of the 
atonement comes to be felt and realized. It was, 
perhaps, significant of this fact that God appointed, 
not the mount of blessing, but the mount of cursing 
for the place where the altar of burnt offering was 
to be. 

It was not everyone that was prepared to say 
" Amen " to the curses pronounced on Mount Ebal, 
any more than every professed Christian can respond 
to the curses in our Commination Service. The 
" Amen " can only come heartily from believers who 
feel that any lighter dealings with sin would be less 
worthy of the great law-giver, less honourable to 
Christy less salutary to mankind, and therefore (if we 
can receive it) less merciful. Lower the penalty, and 
you lower the holiness of the Holy One : soften the 
curse, and you make Christ's incarnation and death 
unnecessary! 

Sometimes it is the load of sin as a whole, its great 
aggregate which weight so heavily ; and sometimes 
(more often) it is some particular sin — the bosom 
besetting sin, which He singles out to point the arrow 
with, that it may find its way home and lodge its 
sting. 

Did you think, O sinner, he seems to say, when you 
gave way to those violent outbursts of temper, how 
you pierced the Saviour ? Those blasphemous speeches. 
Those denials of Him, as Peter's. Those cowardly 
desertions of Him when He was put on His trial. Ye 
that are children, did you think how undutifnl speeches 
or actions towards your parents not only caused them 
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tears and heart breaking, but pierced your Saviour P 
That sluggishness and unfaithfulness in the performance 
of Christian duty — unfaithfulness to any trust, to any 
duty, how seemingly insignificant soever, how distaste- 
ful soever? Those proud vaunting speeches of the 
great things you would do, of which you so grievously 
and shamefully fall short? Those small jealousies 
and rivalries of Christians, felt or shewn one to 
another, which the Lord so abominates, and His 
Apostles warn us against, both with loving reproof 
and sharp remonstrances. The cruel desertion of 
the table of His love, as if He were not worth 
supping with ; nor the food of life, which He gives 
there to the believing soul, worth asking for and 
having, whether it were from indifference, which I 
fear in nineteen cases out of twenty it is, or whether it 
were from mistrust of Him, suoh mistrust as says, 
" Ah, my battle is too sharp for my Captain to make 
me victorious in! The satan who tempted me was 
one that Jesus could never have driven out." This 
standing in doubt of Him, and despairing of Him, did 
you not think how this pierced, not His hands and 
His feet alone, but His very heart of love P And so 
your oppressions, over-reaching, cheating and defraud- 
ing in money dealings, your unforgiving, vengeful, 
spiteful dispositions. Did you think how, by all these, 
you embittered the cup He drank, and caused the 
waves of wrath to bear heavier over His head P 

It is not that I love mourning, or love to make 
others mourn, that I have dwelt to-day on this 
mourning for sin, but it is because I am sure that the 
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fullest, freshest tide of joy comes to those who have 
thus mourned, not with the world's sorrow, which 
worketh death, but with this Godly sorrow, this sorrow 
of the Holy Spirit's producing and creating. No 
purest dewdrops reflect the sun more brightly than do 
the tears of this sorrow — the light of the Father's re- 
conciled countenance. For why does the Holy Spirit 
open these fountains of tears out of the heart's hard 
rocky surface P Why does He send any home weeping, 
or to weep when there, but that He may reveal Christ 
to the soul, may shew the preciousness of that precious 
blood, may shew the perfection of His perfect righteous- 
ness, may shew the finished work of the substitute as 
the resting place of the weary soul. 

It is His wont thus to lay the bright hues of joy 
over the dark lines of sorrow ; not always so, indeed, 
on the first entrance on the Christian course : He sees 
it might prove too much for some perhaps, so they 
come in all gladsomeness and joyfolness into the course ; 
and such must not be depressed or cast down if, at 
some later stage, sin is felt exceeding sinful and bitter 
as never before, and the face seems hidden ; for it is 
only that He has enlarged your view of the depth and 
intensity of the sufferings of Jesus, or deepened your 
view of the truth and righteousness, the holiness and 
glory of God, and you have shrunk into yourself abased 
and dismayed, and a great humiliation, a great mourn- 
ing has come, like that in the text. It is not that the 
curse has returned, but the " woe " has, the " woe « 
me." It is all for the sake of bringing you into a 
closer and nearer relation to Jesus, and so to make 
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other parts of God's Word more intelligible to you than 
before, e.g. : "His anger endureth but the twinkling of 
an eye. .... Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning." For to open the Word 
and to reveal Jesus, are not these the especial and 
blessed offices of the Holy Spirit, to reveal Him as He 
did to Raymond Lull in Majorca six hundred years 
ago P While he was sitting on his bed composing a 
love sonnet, the image of Christ on the cross all at 
once presented itself before his eyes, and made such an 
impression that he could not write more. He again 
tried to resume his pen, but the same image re- 
appeared, and he was obliged to desist as before. 
Day and night this image floated before his fancy, and 
he could not resist the impression made on him. 
Finally he looked on these visions as sent to warn him 
to retire froih the world, and consecrate himself wholly 
to the service of Christ. But then he thought, " How 
can I possibly make the change from the impure life 
I have led to so holy a calling ? " The thought kept 
him awake whole nights : at last he said to himself, 
" Christ, so gentle, patient, compassionate, invites all 
sinners to Himself, He will not reject me, notwith- 
standing all my sins." Thus he became convinced 
that it was God's will that he should forsake the 
world when this new life, animated by the love of 
God and Christ, began to dawn upon him. From that 
moment he was conscious of a new elevation imparted 
to his whole being ; and latent powers of his mind, now 
stirred to its depth, began to discover themselves. 
It is the most glorious teaching that, iq our text, 
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there is no true outpouring of God's Holy Spirit in the 
soul, or on a people ; no sense of sin awakened, hum- 
bling and exciting a thirst for holiness ; but straightway 
the finger of the Spirit in the Word, and pressed on 
the conscience, points, not to the blood of sprinkling 
alone, but to Him whose blood it is ; and such a new 
relation to Jesus springs up, beyond brotherhood, 
sisterhood, motherhood — that of the Friend who has 
done all, given all for us, an unbroken, never-to-be 
severed relationship, for He says, " Who can separate 
us from the love of Christ ?" I am persuaded that 
nothing can, no time, no place, no change of state, no 
creature — how should it P — it is the love of the Creator. 
It is the new covenant ratified by the blood of Him to 
whom He says, "My covenant will 1 not break, nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have I 
sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.' 
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PAETING COUNSELS. 



2 Thkss. ii 16, 17 ; iii. 1—3. 

" Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our 
Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, 
and stablish you in every good word and work." 

" Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord 
may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you : 
and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked 
men : for all men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, 
who shall stablish you and keep you from evil." 

We shall not dwell to-night on the doctrinal teaching 
of these words, though it is very valuable, for you can 
hardly help noticing that, though the Father and 
the Son are both spoken of in the very beginning of 
the text as two, yet in another sense they are 
regarded as not two, but one, — " Who hath loved us, 
and hath given w, etc. ; " and all through the verse 
the verb is in the singular number, both in the words 
of praise and the words of prayer — which it would be 
impossible to reconcile with common sense, were it 
not that our Church creeds have always recognised 
the great mystery of godliness expressed in the words 
of the Athanasian Greed, " So the Father is God, and 
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the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and yet 

they are not three Gods, but one God For 

like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to 
acknowledge every Person by Himself to be God and 
Lord, so are we forbidden by the Catholic religion to 
say there be three Gods or three Lords." And so 
against those who, like the Arians, tried to maintain 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was rightly indeed called 
God and Lord, but in an inferior sense. An old 
Christian Father shows that there must be perfect 
equality in the Divine nature of the Son and the 
Father, for though in various passages in the enumera- 
tion of the Persons of the Holy and Blessed Trinity the 
Father is first named, then the Son, yet here the Son 
also is first named, — " Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
and God, even our Father." And Christian writers 
have often pointed out that we only escape from the 
charge of polytheism — from the heathen view of 
greater gods and lesser, some supreme and some 
subordinate — by confessing the Bible teaching, which 
is also the teaching of the Catholic Church of Christ, 
that " the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost is all one, the glory equal, the majesty 
co-eternal." So that our text is a marked and precious 
witness for the Unity of the Godhead in. the Trinity 
of the Persons, and for the equal glory and Divinity 
of Christ, the everlasting Son of God with Trim who 

is " the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ — the Fat> 
of glory." 

I could not well omit all reference to this, because""* 

it is one of the many points which render the text ^&-o 
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valuable, and because these truths are the ground 
and root not of out faith and confession alone, but 
of our comfortable hope, and of our holy walk and 
practice. 

But I desire something rather to-night which will 
come nearer to our hearts, for it may be long before 
I address you again, perhaps never till we stand face 
to face before the Judge and Bang of all — " Judge 
nothing," says the great Apostle, "before the time, 
until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the 
counsels of the heart" In thought and in sight of 
:he great realities of that day of account, the most 
? aithful of ministers and the most loving of peoples 
nay well pray in all lowliness and brokenness of 
ipirit, — "Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
lor in Thy sight shall no man living be justified" 
* God be merciful to me a sinner" " Hide Thy face 
rom my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities" "Purge 
*ie mth hyssop (the branch used under the law for 
prinkling of blood), and' I shall be clean : wash me, 
nd I shall be whiter than snow" 

I can well understand how the great Augustine, for 
be last ten days of his life, had the seven Penitential 
*salms engraven or painted on the wall opposite his 
ying bed, and, having bidden farewell to his friends, 
onfined himself (though the model of ministerial 
Lbour and personal holiness) to the frequent confes- 
ion of sin and outpouring of a broken heart, with 
its of devotion and faith in the one great sacrifice. 

But these thoughts, though wholesome and helpful* 
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yea needful, are not so comforting. ' Let us gather 
comfort too from our text, and, most of all, those who 
in very deed have set their own hand and seal to this 
covenant of grace, and are brought within its bonds in 
willing and unreserved surrender. And first of all, 
He has loved us ; or rather " loved us : " for it was the 
Apostle's wont to go up, far beyond all the streams 
and forthflowings of God's love, to the very fount and 
source of it, in the goodwill and purpose of the Father, 
which was from everlasting; of which he says: 
" According as He hath chosen us in Him be/ore the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love : having predestinated 
us into adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself 
according to the good pleasure of His will" I would 
specially commend to you those words from the early 
verses of the Epistle to the Ephesians. And in this 
Epistle to the Thessalonians in this same chapter He 
dwells on this in a very marked and prominent way : 
" We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath, from the 
beginning, chosen you to salvation through sanctification 
of the Spirit, and belief of the truth : whereunto He 
called you by our gospel." 

" He loved us : " In these words he referred doubt- 
less to the way in which God's love formed and 
executed the wondrous plan of grace for coming right 
across to us : the Creator to the creature : broke down 
those seeming impassable barriers which part the 
Divine from the human nature ; the miracle of 
miracles, about which all other miracles cluster them- 
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selves. If it were true indeed that God could love us 
could set His heart on man, could love him even when 
lost and fallen, then what was there He could not do, 
so as that He should gather out a redeemed people to 
Himself, separating from the seed of Adam the seed 
of Abraham. If He could love man at all, then what 
could hinder the forthflowings of that love P was any- 
thing too hard for Him, who, in spite of the pollution, 
degradation, guilt, and rebellion of man, could yet 
think of him, care for him, love him, redeem and 
adopt him P But though we could believe that almost 
anything might be, if He could love us, yet (after all) 
the way He actually took was the most inconceivable 
of all; the way which our Te Deum so simply 
expresses: "When Thou tookest upon Thee to 
deliver man, Thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb ; 
when Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all be- 
lievers." This was that way which St. Paul was ever 
labouring to find words rich and deep and high enough 
to express. "Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of the flesh and blood, He also Himself like- 
wise took part of the same ; that through death He 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and deliver them who, through fear of death, 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily 
He took not on Him the nature of angels : but He took 
on Him the seed of Abraham.' 9 

The Thessalonian Church was a Church of sufferers 
and confessors : and the thought that " He loved us " 
had borne them up amidst no common tribulation. 
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The depth of their trials had deepened their con- 
viction—their personal realization of the love of God 
in Christ. It always is so, I believe. Those of you 
who have been sufferers know what a support and 
prop it is to have the love and sympathy of friends : 
even human love and sympathy. Even in their absence, 
when you are suffering in loneliness and isolation : no 
cheering look : no grasp of the hand : no word of 
encouragement ; yet to know that they follow you with 
loving thoughts and prayers : is it not helpful ? Yet 
the sorrow may go deeper than friends can follow 
you : the iron enter the soul farther than their 
sympathy can reach : the shadowy valley have such a 
horror of darkness shed into it that you are alone : 
then woe to you and me if we cannot say, He loved 
us : " We have known and believed the love that God 
hath to us." " Neither things present, nor things to 
come . . . shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Jesus Christ our Lord." " Saving 
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them 
unto the end." 

But then He not only dwells on the fact, but the 
manifestations of it. 

God's is not a silent, secret, disguised love : His 
love is a light which shews itself and tells itself out 
" He hath given us everlasting consolation, and a good 
hope through grace." The word rendered " consola- 
tion," more exactly means loving encouragement — 
hearty counsel — advocacy — as well as consolation. 
Consolation, indeed, it is, but such as comes from 
these three especially, encouragement, counsel, advo- 
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cacy. It is a word applied to Christians, encouraging, 
counselling, comforting one another. " Comfort one 
another with these words." " Comfort yourselves to- 
gether, and edify one another, even as also ye do." 

Sometimes his own counsels and exhortations to his 
flock, the Apostle expresses by the same word, as 
where he says : " Ye are taught of God to love one 
another .... but we exhort you, (i.e., encourage and 
counsel you) to abound more and more" The original 
word is the same in all these passages. 

But it is not so much mutual consolation, and en- 
couragement, and loving hearty counsel ; nor his own 
apostolic or ministerial words of counsel and encourage- 
ment, which he dwells on as gifts of God's love ; but 
that which comes of God Himself; which Himself 
ministers. Friends may encourage, counsel, plead for 
us : ministers may affectionately and heartily invite 
and encourage their hearers; children and young 
people, and those too who are old in grace, who were 
in Christ before them : longingly and with many heart 
tears they may encourage : " My son, be strong in 
grace : " " Fight the good fight of faith : " " Lay hold 
on eternal life : " " Run, that ye may obtain : " "I 
give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all 
things, that thou keep this commandment without spot" 
" Rejoice in the Lord alway" 

But encouragement of friends and ministerial en- 
couragement come to some but seldom: and often 
they miss our chief sorrows ; our most afflictive needs ; 
the heart had not sufficiently opened itself: so the 
trouble was not known to them ; their arrows, though 
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by God's grace and the gifts of His Spirit they hit the 
mark sometimes, yet often are quite wide of it. They 
try their best : but overpowering cares, secular busi- 
nesses, endless multiplicity of spiritual duties, limit 
sadly, (to none so sorrowfully as themselves), the time 
they can devote to spiritual encouragement, exhorta- 
tion, consolation, and to the study of particular cases 
of sorrow, suffering, trial, difficulty, temptations. 
Even if it were not 60, partings and separations, 
changes and removals, interrupt and disturb steady, 
persevering, courses of pastoral encouragement, and 
comforting, strengthening counsels. 

So he casts them on the Lord Himself; and the ex- 
perience they had had of Him : His consolation at 
least was unfailing, uninterrupted : He had perfect 
insight, familiar knowledge of all their varying needs. 
His resources are infinite, always availing and suffi- 
cient : they look through depths of trial undiscover- 
able, unknowable to others. His consolation was 
independent of outward circumstances, it took just 
the form and shape in which it would suit best, be 
most welcome and helpful. It might be through 
friends,, ministers, providential events, promises of the 
Word, thoughts darted into our minds out of the Holy 
Scriptures, secret unfoldings of His love, such as the 
Psalmist refers to, " The secret of the Lord is with 
them that fear Him" or as we wait on Him in the 
ordinances of His House, where we are specially 
encouraged to believe He will be found of those who 
seek Him, and wait for Him, and follow on to know 
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Him. " In all places where I record My name I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee." 

And doubtless he reckoned among these the inward 
pleadings of the Holy Ghost, the unutterable and 
fervent cries for light and guidance, for holiness and 
love, for power and" victory over corruptions, for the 
growth of the kingdom in ourselves and in the Church, 
and in the world at large : such pleadings as in the 
hymn we read — 

" Thy kingdom come, God, 
Thy rule, Christ, begin ; 
Break with Thine iron rod 
The tyrannies of sin." 

These encouragements, pleadings, consolations of 
the Paraclete, He calls "everlasting consolation." 
Time would fail us to dwell on the tenth part of the 
sources of that consolation and encouragement which 
the Holy Ghost inspires. How He encourages you, 
by telling you of God's eternal choice, ELis names and 
attributes as in the text. How by lifting up the cross 
and the Crucified One before the poor sinner's eye, He 
encourages him to look up instead of down, to see the 
sins he has struggled with in vain of his own strength, 
nailed there and vanquished there. And so, Hq ex- 
hibits the risen Saviour in His victorious might, in 
the energy of His living and life-giving power, giving 
testimony to the word of His grace, and working with 
His servants, giving clear evidence of His presence 
and life : and (as we see especially in the case of the 
Thessalonians) encouraging them with the certain and 
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blessed prospect of Jesus returning in His glory : what 
He calls, " The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our gathering together unto Sim ; " that we may be 
for ever with Him in the Father's House. 

Everlasting consolation : as Alford says, " Eternal, 
not transitory as this world's consolations : sufficient 
in life, in death, and for ever ! " 

All this is His gift, His gift through grace : this 
encouragement founded on the good hope ; and now 
He pleads for the application to them of this gift: 
may He thus encourage and comfort your hearts, and 
stablish you in every good word and work. He wants 
it to be more than an idea, an impression, or con- 
viction : something to cheer, brighten, animate in 
practical work and service for Christ, " Stablish you in 
every good word and work" as elsewhere, " The God 
of hope Jill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost: 9 

It was the delightful way in which he ministered 
this encouragement and consolation which made 
Barnabas so conspicuous among the Apostles : which 
gave Him his name, " Son of Consolation." " When 
he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and 
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord" 

In my poorer, feebler way, it is the prayer I would 
offer for you ; I do not think I can ask a better thing, 
a more comprehensive blessing, a more well-laden 
branch of the grapes of Eshcol, a truer foretaste of 
the Canaan of promise, as the grapes were to the 
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Israelites ; I would offer it especially for those who 
have served with me in the Gospel during the short 
ministry of two and a half years, now so abruptly 
closed — far more so than I could have wished ; but 
the new office to which I am called, demands so much 
of my time, and strength, and thought, that I am quite 
unable to bid farewells throughout the parish : not 
even to all those whom I know best, which is a great 
sorrow to me : I must throw myself on your kindness 
and forbearance : I dare not risk bringing myself as 
low again as I was in the summer. It is a simple 
duty to the Church of God, and to Him who has 
guided me to this office, unsought and unsolicited, 
to start if possible with unimpaired health and 
strength. 

While I have been with you, I think I may call 
God to witness that, with all the mistakes which I 
recognize, with all the faults which I confess, with all 
the failures which I deplore, at least it has been no 
vain show — it has proceeded from a true heart : " I 
believed, and therefore have I spoken." I have spent 
the best of my health and strength on the work of 
the parish, as also did my brother minister who helps 
me to-day ; and in this, as you know, I have been 
well supported from my own home ; and much very 
faithful and self-denying help I have had from my 
fellow-workers in the parish — lay Curates, District 
Visitors, and Bible- women ; from teachers, too, in 
day and Sunday-schools, Church officers, the managers 
of our parochial schools, from the members of our 
Church Choir, for which I would desire now to express 
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my hearty thanks and best acknowledgments — praise 
to God, and thanks to you. 

You know that the larger part of my ministry I 
have laboured alone as regards other ministerial 
help. I could have wished to have had more strength, 
and to have seen richer, fuller, riper fruit. I pray 
God there may be more than I have seen. 

I do not wish to speak now of disappointments and 
discouragements — all ministers have more or less of 
this. Perhaps I have had more than some ; but we 
are not always best judges of this. Honestly I can 
say I sought not yours, but you. My ambition, my 
longing desire has been to see careless, unconverted 
souls under deep concern and impression, and flying 
for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before them ; 
to see God's Holy Spirit working amongst us, to the 
growth and deepening of Divine life in His own 
people ; more thorough coming out of the world, and 
coming in to the life of God, in its truth and love, 
its happiness and holiness; coming to clearer, brighter 
views of the Cross of Jesus Christ — those views which 
subdue the heart and consecrate the life, and make 
the aims simple and single ; and then diligence in 
use of means of grace, faithfulness in discharge of all 
duty — the least as well as the greatest. However it 
be, your hearing, my preaching and visiting, what has 
been done by my fellow-workers, all, all is gone before 
to the great account: we shall hear of it again — 
ministerial weaknesses, and what, by His grace, was 
done to His glory, and to the good of souls ; the 
inattentive hearing of some — the anxious; fruitful 
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hearing of others : " Judge nothing before the time," 
says the Apostle. 

We may look at our whole life on earth as a 
summer-time and harvest-time, during which we are 
ripening for the great reaping-time, ripening for 
eternity ; and, in another sense, each fresh ministry 
is a harvest or a reaping-time : and, as regards this 
at least, I fear that very many in this parish, if they 
spoke truth, must say, "The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved." It may be 
this is the last summer and harvest that shall be 
given you. Grant, O Lord, that, if it may be, this 
very night of someone now before Thee, yea, of more 
than one, it may be said, as once of Zacchaeus, " This 
day is salvation come to this house : for the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost." 

In the close of our text the Apostle, after praying 
for the encouragement and establishment of his 
spiritual children in Christ, asks their prayers both 
for himself and his comrades, Timothy and Sylvan us, 
and for the growth of the cause and the Kingdom of 
God. Apart from that cause and kingdom, he could 
not selfishly ask for himself: "Pray for us," that 
the Lord's Word may run ; see how tight-rivetted, 
inseparably bound together in one the Christian 
preacher and this Word were — as if he meant to 
say, Pray for us ; I do not mean for us, but for the 
Word, that it may grow, — Pray for us, if our life 
and health being preserved can really farther and 
set forward the Word, so that instead of dragging 
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and halting, it may speed onward and run — not 
otherwise. 

I cannot lay any claim to this utter annihilation of 
self which distinguished and signalized the great 
Apostle, and which was yet more signally characteris- 
tic of St. John the Baptist : " The friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, re- 
joiceth greatly became of the bridegroom's voice: 
this my joy is therefore fulfilled. He must increase, 
but I must decrease." Yet I will venture to use 
myself the Apostle's language, and to say to you 
to-night, " Brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
the Lord may have free course, and be glorified." 

I do not think I need fear to say that the "Word 
has heen making some steps forward by sure and 
slow and gradual progress ; but it has not yet run ! — 
not in the land to which I go. 

If we look at St. Paul's journeys in the Acts, we 
see how his choice of journeys, choice of men, choice 
of cities in which to preach, choice of opportunities of 
reaching influential men and men of distinction, all 
shewed how full of desire his heart was that the 
Word of the Lord might run — how he was planning 
and arranging all to that end. His views were large, 
far-sighted, courageous, yet calmly and steadily pur- 
sued ; not neglecting Churches newly formed in the 
ambition of founding new, but ever connecting fresh 
onward movements with the building and establishing 
of old. 

To this end he was working and suffering, that the 
Word of the Lord might run ; and therefore could 
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he with the more confidence .claim their prayers: 
" Pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may run." 
As St. Chrysostom paraphrases and enlarges it: 
" Do not deprive us of this succour and allegiance ; 
lift up our h^nds that they hang not down; open 
our mouth that it be not string-tied and closed. 
Intreat God, intreat Him for this. It is for us 
indeed that you pray, but all is for your sakes. 
Very very strong is the enemy we have to contend 
with. The devil wars hardest with us. We are on 
the hard-pressed side of the battle. In the war it is 
the general before all others whom the enemy labours 
to overthrow. Thither, therefore, is there a rush 
and concourse of warriors, defenders, and supporters. 
Great is the conflict and tumult there, as each tries 
to rescue him ; they make a hedge about him with 
their shields. I extremely want your prayers. Let 
none deprive me of this seasonable succour and re- 
inforcement. I have a strong and full conviction that 
the result will be great in the way of answer to 
prayers, if offered with one consent." 

So St. Chrysostom, more than fifteen centuries ago ; 
and I venture now to ask the same thing at your 
hands. It is not so much from robbers and marauders, 
now disturbing the peace of the frontier, that I ask 
you to pray for my deliverance, but from those whose 
avowed, determined, unceasing object it is to prevent 
the "Word from running— it torments them to see it 
running ; like Saul of Tarsus they think they " ought 
to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth." No artful, crafty, dishonest device they 
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think too disingenuous and unscrupulous to employ, 
if only it may help to deadlock the wheels of Christ's 
Gospel, so that His chariot may drive heavily, and 
not run. 

I do not think I have ever realized so much what 
a benefit there is — what a blessed means or channel 
of grace is found in Christian intercession, nor what a 
deep and urgent necessity I have of asking it. It is 
one thing to move from place to place and ask prayers 
of strangers, and another to ask the prayers of one's 
own flock — to whom one has sought to minister 
spiritual things, and of whom it is not hard to ask 
this spiritual gift in return. 

It is an anxious and wholesome thought which 
those words suggest, that the Word of the Lord may 
run as it does with you. He does not think that 
they will concern themselves that the Word of the 
Lord should run, except just so far as it runs among 
themselves. Why should they care about its being 
glorified in other lands if it is not being glorified at 
home ? Just so far as it is so, and no farther, does 
he feel a confidence in asking their prayers ; of such 
he knows he can claim them, and his claim will be 
admitted — he will not ask in vain. It is on the same 
principle he says, in 2 Cor., "According as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; tee 
also believe, and therefore speak." 

Intellectual assent to truth is not enough. If the 
Church at large, or any congregation withiii the 
Church, has only this, and none of that great law of 
love and assured conviction of faith, which is the gift 
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and the creation of the Holy Ghost, it will be like 
Zacharias in the temple, dumb and not able to speak : 
you remember what was said to him, — " Thou shalt 
be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these 
things shall be performed, because thou believest not my 
words, which shall be fulfilled in their season" But 
as soon as he named the child " John," thus setting 
his seal in childlike faith to what the angel had told 
him about the coming redemption and salvation — he 
was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied. 
What rich teaching is here ! What does it say but 
this, — As the faith of a Church is, or a congre- 
gation is, so its voice is to speak up for Jesus, to 
speak boldly, right out, for His truth : no faith, no 
voice, only dumbness ; little faith, little voice ; much 
faith, much voice, much bold testimony before men, 
much earnest pleading with God : the dumb becomes 
as a prophet. The Apostle knew that, and there he 
says, " Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 
run, and be glorified, even as it is with you; 99 and, 
therefore, after having breathed for them that word 
of Apostolic benediction — " The Lord Jesus Christ, 
and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and 
hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work 99 — his faith is so strong, so 
unstaggering, like Abraham's, that he takes it out of 
the language of prayer, as it were, and puts it into 
the language of praise, — "The Lord is faithful, who 
who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 99 

I was telling my students in Lahore one day that they 
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should try to put their knowledge of Divine truth into 
short, terse aphorisms, and learn them by heart, and 
then comment on them. Sadik said, "If I had a poor 
man brought very low from sorrow, sickness, trouble 
of any kind, or near to death, I should dwell on one 
aphorism only, " Look unto Jesus." That was what 
the Apostle does here : this young student had learnt 
of him, " The Lord is faithful." He says, to Him 
I commend you : " He remaineth faithful ; He cannot 
deny Himself" You have but to seek, first of all, 
to grow in faith and love towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ and all the saints, and that will as naturally 
reproduce itself, ever bear its fruit in more wide- 
spreading and more successful effort, as naturally as a 
genuine vine puts forth its grapes. Beautifully does 
St. Paul say this of Philemon : " / thank my God, 
making mention of thee always in my prayers, hearing 
of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord 
Jesus, and toward all saints; that the communication 
of thy faith may become effectual — may be working 
powerfully — in the acknowledgment of every good thing 
which is in you in Christ Jesus" i.e., tending towards 
Him as aim and end. 

It was only yesterday I specially noted this precious 
text in Philemon ; this, too, I commend to you. 

St. Paul and his brethren were very much refreshed 
and comforted often by this thought of the mutual 
commendation of the Apostles and the Churches — the 
minister and the flock — to the grace of God : on the 
one hand the Church being gathered together, com- 
mended him to God for the work unto which he was 
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called; on the other hand he says, "Brethren, I 
commend you to God, and to the word of His grace." 
He commended them — they commended him. Was 
not this a life-long bond P Could they ever forget 
one another? Could they ever cease to pray for 
one another? 

He wanted them at the same time (in another 
sense) to look off from man to Christ. We may fail 
and be wanting in many things, but He never fails ; 
we may leave you, but He never leaves ; we may be 
faithless, He remaineth faithful. Even if success in 
any way be granted us, who are we that we should 
set it down to ourselves ? " Who then is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed ? . . . 
So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he 
that watereth ; but God that giveth the increase." 

And so what a glorious and gracious God it is — 
how all-sufficient and all-mighty ! He that has given 
us everlasting consolation and a good hope, who hath 
begotten us again, is He not well able to do all this 
we ask Him for, to " Comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good work " ? 

These were the Apostle's thoughts, and, so far as 
I can reach to thoughts so high, they are mine also. 
I pray they may be yours. And whilst I am truly 
thankful that he who is coming amongst you is known 
as a faithful ambassador of Christ, and hardworking 
parish priest and minister, yet most of all my heart 
falls back on the thought of Him of whom it is said, 
" This man, became He continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthood. 9 * " Jesus Christ, the same 
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yesterday y to-day, and for ever" "Therefore let no 
man glory in men, for all things are yours." We met 
at His table this morning : perhaps we may not 
again meet till we are gathered round His table in 
His kingdom. Till then (if so it please Him) I bid 
you an affectionate farewell. 
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" So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having 
the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I 
believed, and therefore have I spoken ; we also believe, 
and therefore speak." (2 Cor. iv. 12, 13.) 

I have felt it a matter of grave responsibility to 
stand where I do to-day and fulfil the office with 
which I am charged by the express desire of Christ's 
Chief Pastor in this diocese. I address those on 
whom his hands and the hands of the presbytery 
will now be laid in the Great Shepherd and Bishop's 
behalf who has bidden His Church in Oxford, as once 
He bid His Church in Antioch, while fasting, praying, 
and ministering, to separate you unto the work to 
which He has called you; whose happy, loving, 
sustaining presence the eye of your faith has seen, 
and your hearts have recognised and rejoiced in. 
His eye, I trust, has met yours to-day ; His heart 
has been with your heart, and His hand of power has 
grasped yours, emboldening you and empowering you 
far more than the aged prophet Elisha's hand, laid on 
that of the young king Joash, empowered him to shoot 
the arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of 
deliverance from Syria. 
For obvious reasons I should have preferred, in 
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addressing those newly enrolled in the vanguard of 
Christ's army, to choose a passage suggestive of a less 
exalted and impracticable standard (as some might 
think) of ministerial life and duty. But after con- 
sidering, as best I could, some of the most striking 
points of view in which the Word of God leads us to 
regard the Christian ministry, I have felt constrained 
to fall back on a passage which to some at least of 
those who labour in the priesthood of the Gospel, and 
to myself amongst them, has proved as helpful and 
stimulating perhaps as any in the compass of apostolic 
teaching. 

In this passage a very searching criterion is pro- 
posed to us of what is truly Christlike and apostolic 
in the ministry of the Church ; it is a test then of the 
utmost value for examining and proving our own 
selves — one likely to be productive of deep humbling 
of ourselves before God ; one that may be useful as 
an urgent summons to a remiss and slothful servant to 
stir up and revive the gift of God which is in him by 
laying on of hands ; useful in leading him to plead 
with fervent longing and heart-tears for a full supply 
of that holy unction, by which the exhausted and all- 
but-expiring lamp of life and love may burn and glow 
afresh to the more awakening and edifying of the 
Church of God. 

" Death " and " life " are favourite terms with St. 
Paul, and he recurs to them again and again in the 
course of this chapter ; we feel that they are the root 
words on which much of the sacred teaching of this 



* 



139 



chapter is grounded, and in which it culminates. 
And we gather from the text that the faith which 
has grasped them in the sense in which the Apostle 
employs them, and has its convictions nursed and 
cherished by them, is a faith which makes the dumb 
speak, having a marvellous " epphatha" force, and 
enriching the Church of Christ " with all utterance " 
as well as "with all knowledge." Thence are the 
tongues made full of fire by the Holy Ghost— thence 
are the sounds which go forth into all lands, and the 
words unto the ends of the world, spoken first to the 
divinely-opened ear in closets, in the secresy of hal- 
lowed converse and communion with the sympathising 
Prophet and High Priest of the Church, to be after 
proclaimed on the house-tops. May the Blessed 
Spirit grant that those tongues, so frill of silent, 
mysterious grace and power, may descend on many 
heads, and those sounds re-echo in many hearts 
to-day. 

Three thoughts are made prominent in our text, — 
death in its relations to life ; faith in its relation to 
that death and life ; speech — apostolic speech — in 
its reference to faith. It is clear that death and 
life are used here in a different sense from that in 
which we find them employed in John v. 25, — " The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live," — different, therefore, from that in which (in 
Romans vi. 11) the Apostle charges those baptised 
into Christ's body, "Reckon ye also yourselves as dead 
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indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; " and in the power of that new life 
summons them to yield themselves "unto God as 
those which are alive from the dead, and their members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God." (Rom. vi. 
13.) There we have the very form and essence of 
the life of God in all his new-born children, in all 
those His new-created ones of whom St. John writes 
(1 John v. 4), "Whatsoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world ; and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith." But here we have 
rather the form and essence of the ministerial life in 
the Christian priesthood, where it is a true following 
of the Apostles in spirit, doctrine, practice, and fellow- 
ship. Yet those first are clearly pre-supposed in the 
latter, and of the reality and vitality of the latter, the 
presence of the former is an indispensable condition. 
We have indeed heard of and seen some who, without 
having ever known what it was to " crucify the flesh 
with its affections and lusts," (Gal. v. 24), and to be 
"created in Christ Jesus unto those good works which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them," (Eph. ii. 10), have yet laid claim to such a 
fellowship with Christ in His death and resurrection, 
as the Apostle here describes. Although they were 
not Christ's in anything except in outward nominal 
adhesion and profession, they have presumptuously 
claimed to be conformed to Him in His sufferings. 
But we know how unwholesome the fruits of this 
have been, how disastrous this inversion of the right 
order here, this failure to dig deep first in penitence, 
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to lay the foundation of all holy service in a living 
personal faith which has taken hold of God's strength 
in Christ, and has clung to the crucified One for 
salvation, and through the Spirit has been made 
partaker of God's holiness, before the heart and life 
have been solemnly vowed and dedicated to special 
service. "We have seen how this has ended, in the 
case of some, in a shipwreck of a good conscience 
altogether, while in the case of others experience has 
wrought an agonising sense of the hollowness and 
unsoundness of the undergrowth, so that, seasonably 
judging themselves, they have been rescued from the 
visitation of the Lord, and what was crooked and 
inverted has by God's grace been made straight again 
after a struggle of great intensity. 

This first death and life then — this personal cruci- 
fixion, death, and resurrection with Christ, are clearly 
pre-supposed. And then the soul, having been first 
brought to "mortify with Christ all fleshly and 
carnal lusts, and devoutly give itself up to fulfil 
Christ's holy commandments," is led by the Holy 
Spirit to follow after closer fellowship with the 
sufferings, and conformity to the deatb, as well as 
the resurrection, of the Lord Jesus. Our text reminds 
you and me that in the true apostolic ministry there 
is a higher and more peculiar sense in which death 
works, and life is made manifest; which is both a 
criterion of its reality, and a condition of its efficiency. 
Not but that it is still the life and death of Jesus 
appropriated, and a growing conformity wrought to 
it ; but it is a more deeply-penetrating and more 
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heart-aDd-life-absorbing and transforming influence — 
a more whole devotion of soul to the study and the 
imitation of the death and life of Jesus. 

Not, indeed, that we claim an exclusive limitation 
of this privilege to Christ's ambassadors — it is not to 
be regarded as an incommunicable prerogative, but 
only it is to be a very distinguishing mark ; they are 
to be the foremost, the most exemplary in this, in the 
very van of Christ's dying and risen ones, who 
"follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." (Rev. 
xiv. 4.) In 2 Cor. vi. 4, the Apostle says : " In all 
things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, 
in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dis- 
tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labours, in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by 
knowledge, by longsufFering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on 
the right hand and on the left." Then he adds, "As 
chastened, and not killed ; as dying, and behold, we 
live," — as if it were startling to find themselves 
living, when brought into such close and constant 
contact with death. So in this fourth chapter, " Per- 
secuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, but not de- 
stroyed ; always bearing about in tbe body the dying 
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body. For we which live are 
alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh." (2 Cor. iv. 9, 10.) It is quite clear 
that these words are applied by the Holy Ghost in 
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some actual sense to every true follower of the 
Apostles. Whilst emphatically and pre-eminently 
true of the Apostles themselves, there is not one of 
Christ's true ministers to whom they have not a very 
legitimate and necessary application. There may be, 
and are, some amongst them whom the Lord brings 
into a more clearer and more intimate fellowship with 
Himself in His death and life. He mixes for them 
more of the bitter ingredients of His bitterer cup — 
Gethsemane and Calvary are more familiar to them 
in personal experience than to others. No words so 
well as death — the death of crucifixion — would express 
that which His love, His especial love, has allotted 
them. And they praise Him for it in the sequel, 
aye, it may be, even in the very midst of the keen 
anguish of soiil, the wormwood and the gall. Yet 
the Apostle, in the passage before us, is speaking 
generally of all whom the Lord Jesus counts faithful, 
putting them into the ministry, when he uses the 
remarkable expression in the 10th verse, "Always 
bearing about in the body the vEKpwais of the Lord 
Jesus/' — not the death, but the process of dying ; not 
one heroic, chivalrous act of martyrdom, but a con- 
tinual state of preparedness to do what it is as hard 
as death to do, what we feel we would as soon die 
as do if our own feeling and inclination, our own flesh 
and blood, were consulted. The vG*pcms implies the 
daily, hourly actings of death, and that death the 
death of the Lord Jesus. 

The forms of this dying may be very various ; e.g., 
the character of one may be slanderously maligned, 
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or grievously misunderstood, which would be equi- 
valent to the death of our character for the while. 
Or deep conviction might constrain us to support 
views which were very unpopular, generally dis- 
credited, counted despicable, narrow-minded, incon- 
sistent with ourselves or our supposed Mends; or 
to espouse views which we ourselves had a natural 
disinclination or even repugnance to. So there would 
be a dying to our friendships, our own interests, hope 
of promotion, and the like. Or that dying might 
have to be exhibited and instanced in overcoming an 
uncontrollable dislike to some section of our work, 
e.g., to administering reproof. It is to some like 
death to look another in the face, and to tell him of 
his sin or error; to rebuke him "sharply that he 
may be sound in faith," (Titus i. 13) ; to warn him 
from God of the wrong done to his own soul, and the 
souls of others, in sinning against his God. So there 
is a dying to a natural weakness, and a propensity to 
the fear and shame of man, which is the bane and 
curse of a ministry. 

Again, it might be dying to a sluggish habit, or a 
restless, volatile habit of unfixedness and unsteadiness 
in action, an aversion to self-concentration. Or to a 
censorious spirit, prone to harsh judgment and con- 
demnation of others; or to a spirit which cannot 
brook contradiction, provocation; the doggedness of 
willing ignorance, wanton vexatious opposition, where 
there is no conscientious conviction to back it up; 
reckless denials or distortions of facts, the violent 
passions and prejudices of men and the like, to which 
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easily chafed, irritated, exasperated spirit, what can 
Christ's ministers oppose but " the dying of the Lord 
Jesus/' what but to consider Him who "endured 
such contradiction of sinners against Himself"? (Heb. 
xii. 3.) All this kind of effort and constraint so 
practised upon ourselves, the Apostle would not speak 
of as easily attained, and to be thought a light thing ; 
if so, he would not call it vexpams — a continual mor- 
tifying, a slow, lingering, if not excruciating death. 
This kind of death, he says, we bear about with us ; 
not, like St. Boniface, carrying a coffin about with us 
in our journeys, the image and shadow of death, but 
the real thing — the daily dying to self and its in- 
clinations, its solicitations, importunities, and remon- 
strances — a prolonged crucifixion. Why should I 
speak of the daily dying appointed to many of His 
ministering servants in the shape of poverty, absence 
of resources and friends, of sympathy and co-operation, 
the scorn of the wealthy, the despitefulness of the 
proud, the failure of many a cherished plan, the 
sickening deferring of hope, what seems the death of 
hope— small, scarcely appreciable success ; dying with 
Christ in this, too, for was it not of Himself Hejsaid, 
" All day long I have stretched out My hands unto 
a disobedient and gainsaying people " P (Bom. x. 21), 
content with St. Paul to be loved the less, the more 
abundantly He loves. Or, it may be, health drooping 
and failing under the anguish of carrying the weight, 
and bearing the burden of souls in the behalf of 
Jesus; the sharp, strong, inexpressible bitterness of 
secessions from his flock — apostacies from Christ. 
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But — all with Christ ; nay, more, " the dying of the 
Lord Jesus ; " the same with His ; one with His ; 
only no atonement or expiation in ours, but a con- 
formity and fellowship, a growth of friendship and 
nearness to Him in all this. Because of His love, 
He has taken up our death into His — of both has 
made one. 

" I loved the weight I had to bear, 
Because it needed help of love." 

It is not hard to see how many advantages and 
excellencies there are connected with this kind of 
dying of which the Apostle speaks. For what room 
is left for self-exalting and self-glorifying P If, through 
the Spirit, God has brought me into fellowship with 
the death of His Son, then His love is the source, 
and motive, and end of all. The very thought of 
merit of mine will be abhorrent to me, through a 
sense of the superabundance and immensity of the 
grace that set this honour upon me. 

Moreover^ as the servant realizes this union with 
his Lord, then that which was else repulsive and 
obnoxious loses much, if not all, of what caused a 
shrinking, shuddering, even loathing before. And it 
is the natural result of this spirit that nothing will 
seem hard or impossible to be borne, if it be settled in 
the heart to propose to ourselves as the mark to be 
humbly yet steadily striven after, this realized dying 
of the Lord Jesus ; both because nothing can exceed 
death in severity, and also because it is not a mere 
and simple death, but the dying of Jesus. 
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Again, there is nothing morbid or morose here; 
nothing harsh, bitter, and unsympathetic ; no priding 
of oneself in demureness and austerity ; no shrivelling 
or drying up of the natural human affection, as 
appears so sweetly from the history of our Lord's own 
crucifixion. Here it is not cold stoical apathy, nor 
the callous casing of one's self in steel to bear the 
brunt of all the blows of circumstances. For the 
death of which the Apostle speaks is working ever 
towards life, and out of it life springs. St. Chrysostom 
is doubtless correct in not relegating the life here 
spoken of on to the life of the saints at the appearing 
of Him who is their life, but believing it to have its 
verification and fulfilment now, in our mortal flesh. 
It is not all a process of mortifying now ; there is a 
quickening too, daily prevailing over the death. And 
though the ideal here must ever be sadly in excess of 
the practically realised power, yet the striving after 
such an ideal is (as some here, at least, can testify) 
vastly helpful, because it is a real and actual fulness 
of life, after which the upward striving is ; it is the 
taking hold of a strength which is no visionary or 
imaginary strength, but truest and most substantial, 
and one which works as only that which is real and 
substantial can work. And if it seem visionary to 
any of us, "as if an hungry man dreameth, and 
behold he eateth," (Isaiah xxix. 8) ; yet can the 
Lord the Holy Ghost, whose it is to take the things 
of Christ, and to shew them unto you, reveal this also 
to you, setting you in heavenly places with Christ, 
and holding you there, and making this conformity 
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with the death and suffering and resurrection of the 
Lord, the most satisfying and thoroughly solid sup- 
port—one of the most actually realized things in our 
existence, bringing you under "the powers of the 
world to come." (Heb. vi. 5.) 

" For the world to come, as says a living preacher, 
is the great world discovered to us by the "Word of 
God. Here you lift up your eyes on things within 
the veil, which concern you as spiritual beings, in 
that great history which is eternal. This is the 
" world in which, as a man, you have to live ; as a 
" teacher you have to minister ; and so to live and so 
" to minister as to beget and nourish the same faith 
in other hearts, and raise the dead weight of human 
nature around you from the dust to which it cleaves, 
to the things of the soul and eternity, of Christ and 
" of God." 

Very different is this from the mystic and ascetic 
method of the soul's dying in God, that absorption in 
the Divine essence, which tends to most unwholesome 
and perilous alternations of extreme self-depression 
and self-exaltation, of climbing to the third heaven, 
and sinking to the lowest hell. Here it is the death 
of grace and the life of grace. To be swallowed up in 
an abyss and vortex of Deity, is as different as 
possible from being joined with my dying and risen 
Lord. The shock and the pang of Gethsemane bring 
me into personal, living brotherhood, the sympathy of 
heart-to-heart friendship, the kisses of the mouth, the 
being set as a seal upon the heart and upon the arm 
of the "altogether* lovely." "I am crucified with 
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Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me/' (Gal. ii. 20.) More of the «$"<* than of the 

Of a famous French preacher and saint it is said, 
He gained ten years of courage and exertion spread 
over the field of suffering, and at this cost of ten 
" years' suffering, some inspirations of the Holy Ghost 
" the Comforter, were given him to transmit to men. 
" He may have lived little, but he will have supported 
" and comforted many souls, and in dying he leaves 
some words of light and fire, which will raise up, 
strengthen, and console many hearts. He has done 
" far more than the most glorious of the children of 
"this world. He has been one of those powerful 
" workers who maintain in the midst of the nations 
" the cross of Christ and the life of God. Thus he 
" was a true illustration of that remarkable word, * So 
" then death worketh in us, but life in you/ " 

The self-immolation of the Christian priesthood, as 
dwelt upon forcibly by Perreque and his fellows, has 
its ground clearly in the teaching of St. Paul, but it 
is not nearly so large a constituent or part of that 
teaching as is the happy upspringing and upraising of 
the soul that died with Jesus, and now lives with 
Him. It is the fertilising and vivifying of the seed- 
corn after its mortifying, the hopefulness, and joy, and 
power of the resurrection. And without hopefulness, 
and joy, and power, where are we P What are we 
but like Hagar in the desolation and loneliness of the 
sandy desert waste, until she found the springing well 
of Beer-lahai-roi, " the well of Him that liveth and 
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seeth me." (Gen xvi. 14.) St. Peter sets forth this 
truth when he says, "He raised him up from the 
dead, and gave him glory, that your faith and hope 
might be in God." (1 Peter i. 21.) Nothing short of 
such a conviction — not known and believed alone as a 
doctrine, but grasped and experienced in a fellowship 
such as transforms — can make you still keep alive a 
firm and courageous resolve, in the face of the crush- 
ing toil, the heartrending misery, the crime and sin, 
the shame and scandal, the deaths oft, the doubts and 
misgivings of soul, with which you are daily brought 
to have intercourse and converse. It is this conviction 
which will make you face bravely, or at least calmly, 
hopefully, lovingly, the crosses and the sharp discip- 
line of the ministerial life ; not that you will steel 
your heart and close up its outlets of sympathy, 
becoming self-absorbed or self-involved; but rather 
you will keep open to the influence of every light that 
shines, and breeze that plays on the fever-throbbing 
brow and aching heart of your fellow -men. 

This faith, our text assures us, is the alone gift of 
the Holy Ghost : " We having the same Spirit of 
faith, according as it is written, I believed, and there- 
fore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore 
speak." On this hangs the speech of the Church as a 
corporate body : the speech of all the ministers and 
stewards of God's mysteries. Though we bear about 
in the body the veKpooois, yet the power of bold 
utterance is in no way lost. No ! for we have the 
same Spirit of faith, the same as was in David and in 
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the Old Testament Saints of God. And the course 
of thought in Psalm cxvi. is the very parallel and 
counterpart of the thoughts in this chapter — a great 
Old Testament type of them. St. Chrysostom also 
interprets these words of the Psalmist as witnesses of 
the Lord the Holy Ghost. Having the same Spirit, 
"we also helieve, and therefore speak." It is not 
(he seems to say) because my office calls for it ; it is 
Dot the drudgery of a constrained service ; it is not a 
wretched mimicry of other men's faith and speech ; 
not a sudden, fitful impulse which carries me away, 
no, it is the Spirit which dwelt in the Psalmist that 
dwells in the Apostles and their followers, as he says 
elsewhere : " In everything ye are enriched by him, in 
all utterance, and in all knowledge ; even as the testi- 
mony of Christ was confirmed in you." (1 Cor. i. 5, 6.) 

The bearing of all this on yourselves, my younger 
brethren in Christ, is simple and obvious. Many 
will still try to do to you as was done to Ezekiel of 
old : " But thou, son of man, they shall put bands 
upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou 
shalt not go out among them." (Ezek. iii. 25.) Even 
an Apostle found it all but so. " I was with you (he 
says) in weakness, and in fear, and in much trem- 
bling." (1 Cor. ii. 3.) But then it was that "the 
Lord spake to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not 
afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace : for I am 
with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee." 
(Acts xviii. 9, 10.) Observe, again, how the triumph 
of faith in Zacharias, father of the Baptist, at length 
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loosed his tongue-strings; so that he "spake and 
praised God." And he "was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and prophesied." (Luke i. 67.) And was it 
not just, at those crises of the Apostle's history that 
were likest to death, that these quickening words of 
emboldening assurance were spoken to him, which the 
risen Lord uttered, "I am He that liveth, and was 
dead ; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen ; 
and have the keys of hell and of death." (Rev. i. 18.) 
So is it with you and me, whether our work for Christ 
be allotted us in home or foreign scenes. On this 
life of Jesus, springing out of death, hangs all our 
power. The ministry in our days is forced to occupy 
itself in so many social and political questions : the 
organizing of parishes, and the machinery by which 
they are managed, becomes so much more complex, 
intricate, and often cumbrous, as it lays itself out to 
influence all ages, classes, standards of mental attain- 
ment, to adapt itself to the tastes and current ideas of 
the day; seeks to create sympathies of world-wide 
expansion ; to evoke succour for most diverse charitable 
objects, near and remote. The attempt to be equal to 
all this, to embrace all in one evenly-balanced pro- 
gramme, this vast multiplicity of cares, is a high aim 
enough, yet miserably incomplete and inadequate, if the 
highest be not added. The ministry is, indeed, just 
this and little more in the world's estimate, but not in 
Christ's and His Apostles. That which most engages 
the attention of the minister becomes, in such a case, 
only a philanthropy, a concealed and refined positivism ; 
not the religion of Him of Whom St. John witnessed: 
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" He that cometh from Heaven is above all : He that 
is of the earth is earthy, and speaketh of the earth : 
He that cometh from Heaven is above all." (John iii. 
31.) If the dying of the Lord Jesus, and the life of 
Christ, be not the root and centre of the ministerial 
course, it becomes a profession whose sphere is 
practically one of secular function and official routine. 
It walks before men, and seeks the honour that comes 
of men, seeks to be distinguished by the graces and 
courtesies of society, hunts for popularity and the 
credit which belongs to a kind of ubiquitous and 
ambitious versatility of action, sufficient to itself for 
all things, taking hold of all life, adapting itself to 
all its circumstances and conditions, seeking and inter- 
meddling with all wisdom. And so if there is gold, it 
is dimmed and full of dross ; there is fire, but not 
heaven-descended ; power, but not mighty to arouse 
and convert, not helpful to establish, unblameable in 
holiness. And tests come to be applied which may 
pass muster in man's day, and pass scrutiny in man's 
court ; but not in the day when the Lord shall come ; 
and no ministerial aim and work will be confessed 
and honoured but his, whose aim was, so far as in him 
lay, to "present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 
(Col. i. 28.) 

It is this life then out of death, both of and with 
Jesus, that we want. Who does not crave this power, 
and feel it is death to be without it P What heart 
does not add its Amen to such words as those of 
the Collect P "0 Lord, raise up, we pray Thee, Thy 
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"power, and come among us, and with great might 
" succour us, that whereas through our sins and wicked- 
ness we are sore let and hindered in running the 
race which is set before us, Thy bountiful grace and 
mercy may speedily help and deliver us." I am 
sure that for persistent work in our large English 
towns, and in our colonies it is needed that we should 
prayerfully, tearfully, resolve to keep in view the 
criterion of a Christ-like ministry here set before us ; 
conscious always, indeed, of being vastly below it, yet 
following after it, as the mark for which Christ laid 
His right hand of love and power upon us, that we 
should never be satisfied with anything short of it. 
For till then, says the Apostle, there is no liberty of 
speech: no full, unfettered utterance; we may talk 
like schoolboys, like scholars, or orators, but not like 
Apostolic men, like those of whom the Holy Ghost said, 
" Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them" (Acts xiii. 2) ; not as men, that 
as scribes instructed bring forth out of their treasures 
things new and old." (Matt. xiii. 52.) "We believe, and 
therefore speak :" and when we say we, we are reminded 
of the Holy Church through all the world, and of all 
the ages ; of the long muster-roll of saints, martyrs, 
confessors, Doctors, Pastors, Preachers, who, through 
the long interval of time, have re-affirmed their wit- 
ness, in creeds, sacraments, services, preachings ; some 
in long lives of suffering, others in faithful deaths. 
We, (he seems to say) we, the Church of God before 
us, and with us, and those that shall be after us — a 
growing chorus whose voices deepen and broaden ; we 
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believe, and therefore speak. " We went through fire 
and through water, but Thou broughtest us out into a 
wealthy place." (Ps. lxvi. 12.) " For as the suffer- 
ings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ." (2 Cor. i. 5.) In all this there 
was mirrored to us, there was re-enacted in us the 
death and passion, and the rising again of the Lord ; 
and so there has been a new efficacy, a new persuasive 
constraint put into our speech, even when it seemed to 
us poorest and feeblest. " Death worketh in us, but 
life in you." " For all things are for your sakes, that 
the abundant grace might, through the thanksgiving 
of many, redound to the glory of God." (2 Cor. iv. 
12, 15.) 

I feel I want to know myself more of this than ever 
before : I feel that I must know more of this than 
ever before, if I am to do any sterling good, and be 
the channel of any abiding blessing to those to whom 
I am sent. 

I pray that you may be of the same mind in this, 
now at the entrance of your work ; and not now alone, 
but having a steadily-growing sense of it more and 
more in the onward course of your ministry, so that 
when your ministry on earth must end, and you take 
your last calm review, you will say before Him who 
searches the heart, " With all the mistakes which I 
" recognise, with all the faults which I deplore, at least 
" it has been no vain show ; it has proceeded from a 
"true heart, 'I believed, and therefore have I 
" spoken.' 
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